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Article abstract
After defining in depth the concepts of society, aging, and the aged, the author
brings to our attention the decreasing value placed on the elderly, which seems
to be linked to their status of dependence and pensioned inactivity that
industrial society has assigned to them. There are, however, two functions
which remain their distinguished vocation: the humanization of children, and
the collective reorientation of history by reinterpreting it in the light of their
lives. Although misunderstood or inhibited, the exercise of these two functions
remains essential to the individual in growing old well, and their
acknowledgement is indispensable to the survival of our species itself at this
point in our history. Having become capable of its own auto-destruction,
humanity can no longer consider the wisdom necessary to regulate the proper
use of its increased knowledge and power as a useless luxury. Age does not
confer wisdom, but the latter is not found without the former. We must look at
the increasing numbers of old people around us not as a burden but as out last
hope.
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