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Article abstract
This study is exploratory and its conclusions preliminary. Its interest is mainly
in asking questions and stimulating reflection on a subject what is almost taboo
in the field of mental health. The author sets out to examine to what extent the
clergy and religious communities, who enjoyed a monopoly in the distribution
of psychiatric services to the Catholic population of Quebec in the past, can
consider themselves or be considered today as a "community resource" in
mental health. To answer this question, the author reviews the literature on
the subject as well as a large number of non-structured interviews that she
carried out with many people involved ¡n or witness to this question, from the
assembly of bishops, to priests and ex-priests, and to mental health personnel
(psychologists, psychiatrists, etc.). From these interviews and the literature
reviewed, the author questions whether the dramatic break between
psychiatry and the clergy in the 1960s in Quebec is showing any signs of
lessening today.
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