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Article abstract
This paper argues that the power relations between capital and labor are
important determinants of productivity and health and safety conditions in the
workplace. The argument is first tested by a careful comparison of productivity
and safety conditions at two automobile plants which had very different
balances of power between labor and capital in the middle seventies and then
by a re-examination of these conditions in the mid-eighties, after the national
political-economic context had changed significantly in Britain and France, the
situation of the two plants. The empirical results are generally supportive of
the argument and therefore invite further research along these lines.
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