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Article abstract
Parsons carried out two parallel lines of analysis on the physician/patient
action system. The more well known, the one which engendered empirical
psychosocial studies, enumerates the normative orientations of patient and
physician roles. The less well known studies the clinical relationship as such,
rather than the normative orientations of the actors of which this relationship
is composed, according to the ÁGIL categories. Parsons did not abandon one of
these lines of analysis in favor of the other over his long career. When his
definition of patient and physician roles is attacked, he does not refer is critics
to his most recent writings, as he sometimes does in response to numerous
detractors, prefering instead to defend his first principles. In this paper, we
seek to bring together the Parsonian analyses of physician and patient roles,
and of the clinical relationship into a single conceptual whole. Since the
normative orientations of these roles are defined by the pattern variables,
whereas the clinical relationship is analyzed in terms of the ÁGIL category
system, two important periods in the development of Parsons' thinking are set
forth. Their unity, however, stems from a conception of social action as a
dynamic force, which can be found in the origins of Parsons' theoretical work.
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