
Tous droits réservés © Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal, 1989 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 07/19/2025 6:34 a.m.

Sociologie et sociétés

La critique de l’individualisme utilitaire et la déontologie
médicale
The Critique of Utilitarian Individualism and Medical Ethics
François BOURRICAUD

Volume 21, Number 1, Spring 1989

Talcott Parsons : Relectures

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/001093ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/001093ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal

ISSN
0038-030X (print)
1492-1375 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
BOURRICAUD, F. (1989). La critique de l’individualisme utilitaire et la
déontologie médicale. Sociologie et sociétés, 21(1), 25–38.
https://doi.org/10.7202/001093ar

Article abstract
Talcott Parsons took great care in examining the status of moral values and
their place among social control mechanisms. This brought him to undertake a
far-reaching critique of utilitarian individualism, based on the principle of the
pursuit to maximize individual advantage. What is original in the point of view
defended in The Structure of Social Action is the effort to explain the
functioning of societies through their value systems. Research on the medical
profession and the interaction between doctor and patient, as seen in Chapter
X of Social System, made it possible for Parsons to show that illness imposes a
set of moral obligations on the patient, the doctor and the family, which
emerge on the metaphysical and religious plane. In his last writings on this
theme which date from the end of the 1960s, Parsons explored the
relationships between the sacred and health, between religion and ethics,
between the crisis in religion and the crisis in ethics.
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