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Article abstract
This paper reappraises the widespread claim that The Structure of Social
Action was a revolutionary departure from trends in American social science
during the 1920s and 1930s - allegedly, the great age of the positivist-empiricist
scientific method, the behaviorist approach to action, and the utilitarian view
of social order. Examination of the intellectual context of the period challenges
this claim by demonstrating the prevalence, among Parsons's contemporaries,
of an analytical-realist scientific method, a voluntaristic conception of action
understood as a means-end process, and a concern with the problem of order
and its normative resolution. This analysis suggests that, in his appropriation
of the works of Durkheim and Weber, Parsons was not abandoning American
intellectual preoccupations but further advancing them.
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