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Article abstract
This paper is devoted to the complex relationships between economic theory
and sociology in Parsons' work. Through the study of a "classic" author, it puts
the question as to whether economic theory can constitute a source of
inspiration for the sociologist. In The Structure of Social Action, Parsons adopts
an original approach, startling with economics and attempting to go beyond it.
It is proposed that sociology, like economics, is an analytical science, but
having as objective the elucidation of a more fundamental property of action
systems. This approach was not abandoned in Economy and Society, even if the
frame of reference - the social system - is typically sociological: Parsons and
Smelser make significant borrowings from economic theory, but insist on the
anchoring of economics in society as a whole, thereby establishing the bases
for a real economic sociology. Finally, in some of his later writings, Parsons
develops a set of formal equivalencies, particularly between money and power,
which are not without a heuristic dimension, even though they reveal an
excessive tendency toward analogical isomorphisms. Parsons invites us to go
beyond systematic distrust in regard to economic theory, even if his
intellectual itinerary in this context is not free of ambiguities.
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