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Article abstract
Reminding us of certain of the main theses, in their broad terms, that he has
defended over the years, the author maintains that the central phenomenon
from which all flows in the modern world remains the unequal development
of capitalism on a worldwide scale, development whose fundamental
manifestation is the polarization between centers and peripheries. The
contradictions implied by the functioning of this world system reach their
maximum violence in the peripheries. An objective dynamic results from this
which engenders attempts in these peripheries to disconnect in relation to the
logic of planetary capitalism, attempts which take the form either of an
anti-capitalist national-popular revolution, or of a national liberation
movement, which, in becoming more radical, can also lead to a search for
something "beyond capitalism". The obstacles which stand in the way of such
disconnection are however considerable. Therefore, the struggle between the
trend toward the integrating expansion of capitalism around the world and the
trend to disconnection in the peripheries is at the heart of contemporary
history. The issue of this struggle is nothing less than this : development and
liberation of societies of the South, or on the contrary, the destruction of these
societies? And does not this question return us to the old one: socialism or
barbarism?
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