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Article abstract
The intellectual overlapping between the rise of the West, of capitalism and of
the modern world is one of the basic elements of our knowledge in the
historical social sciences. The phenomenon is generally presented as a great
"achievement" ("a miracle") for which an explanation or a moving force must
be found. This paper looks into the main recent explanations of what is called
the transition from feudalism to capitalism or the birth of modernity, by
separating them into analyses of "economic conditions" and analyses of
"civilisation". It then asks the question as to whether this process should be
designated as miraculous or progressive, or if it would be more fitting to think
of it as a monumental failure of social constraints. It points to a four-way
conjunction of collapses - of the lords, the States, the Church and the Mongols.
This completely unexpected and exceptional conjunction would seem to have
been responsable for the birth of the aberrant structure of historical
capitalism.
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