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Article abstract
This paper examines the Dumont Report as an attempt by the Church to
introduce more democracy into the Church in Quebec, following upon an
opening up in this direction brought about by Vatican II. This democracy does
not consist of a rejection of hierarchical authority, but rather of an acceptance
by the hierarchy of a greater degree of participation by the base in governing
the Church. The author describes how the Commission carried out its work,
how it set out to define the collective identity of Quebec Catholics as
faithfulness and as rupture, as heritage and as project. According to the report,
the Church, to remain faithful to its nature as community, must be democratic
and participatory, even pluralistic, rather than authoritarian and bureaucratic.
Changes in other ecclesiastical institutions are also looked into, such as the
parish, and the creation of new institutions like pastoral zones, pastoral
councils and various supra-diocesan bodies is suggested. The author sums up
by demonstrating how the report contributed to bringing about the emergence
of critical and prophetic positions among the episcopate, despite the fact that
the attempt at democratization was a resounding failure.
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