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Article abstract
Proponents of the secularization thesis have seen traditional forms of religion
as experiencing decline in the face of modernization. Other observers, notably
Rodney Stark and William Bainbridge, have viewed secularization as
stimulating religious innovation, whereby old religions are gradually replaced
by new ones. Survey findings from the 1970s and 1980s for Catholics in Quebec
suggest that both of these explanations have serious limitations. In the face of
social change, the well-established Roman Catholic Church has exhibited
considerable resilience. Further, people with Catholic parents have shown little
interest in turning elsewhere. With the passage of time, what has changed is
the inclination of Catholics to choose not new groups but "new products,"
increasingly opting for religious fragments rather than life-embracing
commitment.
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