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Article abstract
This paper proposes a clarification of the problem of research into change in
the place of women in the Church. How can change be brought about in this
very ancient patriarchal institution? This reflection began with the debate
surrounding the work of an " ad hoc " committee of the Canadian Conference
of Catholic B ¡shops, which was given the mandate to analyze the place of
women in the Church. When this committee, presided over by the theologian
Elisabeth J. Lacelle, presented its report to the bishops in 1984, there was a
general outcry. The recommendations and an accompanying document were
saved, but at the price of substantial modifications. Following this event, we
attempted to respond to a series of three questions. What is the relationship of
the Catholic Church to change, in what terms is the problem of analyzing
institutional transformation posed? How do women in the Church articulate
the question of change, what are their objectives, what means do they bring
into play? Finally, what types of change must be made to the voice of Catholic
women so that this voice will be favorably received by the Catholic Episcopate?
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