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Article abstract
The continuous trial going on between Catholicism and modernity finds
excellent sustenance in the characteristics of modem society directly opposed
to Catholic concepts and symbolism. Present authoritarian trends in the
Church have returned some currency to the theses of traditionalism in the style
of Joseph de Maistre which had been thought swept away by the Vatican II
Council. But to this unilateral understanding of things may be opposed another
reading in which it appears that Catholicism carries within itself numerous
seeds which have given birth to modernity and continue to stimulate it. In any
hypothesis, the relationship between Catholicism and modernity cannot be
simple, because it consists of a living tension, continually renewed through
historical evolutions. It is to be hoped, however, that false trials will make way
for real debates.
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