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Article abstract
As a followup to their study, Le niveau monte, C. Baudelot and R. Establet
transpose, in metaphorical terms, the problem of guaranteed minimum wage
into the school context. They examine here a proposal for a minimum
knowledge base to which the most deprived student in the school system
would have the right. This guaranteed minimum cultural wage would
introduce from their point of view different control and evaluation procedures
into the school, bring about a continual upgrading of curriculum content and
favor a better compromise procedure between actors with divergent interests.
The application of this proposal, at once ambitious and modest, would have the
effect of bringing elites and the masses closer together, and seems, upon
reflection, more realistic than the promise of 80 % Bachelor degrees by the
year 2000.
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