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Article abstract
Patterns of behavior in the workplace exhibited by native employees in
factories and offices present close similarities with those of first-generation
industrial workers. While not being the strict rule, absenteism, the lack of
respect for worldng hours and job turnover are widespread behavioral
patterns within traditional societies which find themselves on the
overwhelming path to modernity. This type of behavior can be explained in
rational and in social terms, as verified by the specific case study of the Inuit of
the Arctic region of Quebec (Canada). A bipolar model of the relationships to
activities of production and consumption and the extreme dispersal of
behaviors and attitudes show that this region is characterized first and
foremost by a broad plurality of practices, and the proximity of different
systems of rationality.
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