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Article abstract
In thé 1980s, trade unions in the majority of the most industrialized nations
have been exposed to numerous challenges and tensions, to the extent that it
has become a platitude to speak of crisis in this sector. On the basis of some
aspects of the Italian experience, this paper affirms that, at least in some
countries, it is better to look first into recent transformations of the role
actually played by trade union organizations and into the possible changes in
the types of their relationships with the workers that they represent.
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