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Article abstract
This paper sets out to review social movements in a dialectical mode, viewed
both on the level of their conceptual centra lity in sociological analysis and on
that of their capacity to articulate social change, as it has been the case in
industrial societies. The author first reviews the three main manifestations of
the contemporary weakening of traditional social movements and even of the
possibility of basing sociological analysis on the notion of social movements.
He then elaborates the counter-thesis, developed from a different reading of
the same historical and sociological material, which brings him to consider the
reconstruction, in another mode, of social movements, as corollaries of a
possible reconstruction of sociological analysis.
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