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Article abstract
Baudrillard and Maffesoli have attempted through their writings to put into
practice an epistemology of the body and of postmodernity which record the
paradigmatic reversals that have characterized the decade of the 1980s. The
former has an essentially apocalyptic and nihilistic vision, casting him at times
principally in the role of the gravedigger of modernity. The latter has given us
an analysis infinitely more optimistic, situationalistic, relativistic and
minimalist. Baudrillard bases his analysis on a prophetic catastrophism,
Maffesoli on empathy (Einfiihlung), a hedonistic effusion which favors the
contractual at the expense of the scissions of the millennium, and vitalism at
the expense of disenchantment with the world, which for Baudrillard were the
epitome of postmodernity. These are the two opposite visions that the reader
will discover in this paper. There is, nevertheless, a final coda to the effect that
these two thinkers, without knowing it, were determined by their own
westemness, and that the "others" of postmodernity (in particular from Eastern
Europe) have been eliminated from their occulted analysis.
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