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Article abstract
English and French have been used in Canada since 1760 in parliamentary,
judicial and academic contexts. In 1867, bilingualism was recognized by the
Canadian state, Quebec and a part of the Canadian West. Soon abandoned in
the West, linguistic duality was reestablished there some eighty years later by
the Canadian parliament in the context of constitutional reform which is still
ongoing. It was then extended to New Brunswick and Ontario, but in relation to
a Quebec which had then opted for Francisation and had adopted laws to this
end. These changes are examined in relation to the evolution in status of the
official language communities and their objectives.
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