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Article abstract
Melucci begins by examining social movements as group networks, as meeting
points and points of solidarity, networks whose links are more intense in
situation of collective action and looser in normal situations. However, as
collective action is inseparable from the actions and needs of individuals, it is
always threatened with breakdown, and cannot get along without politics, if it
is to reach its fullest espression. This explains why it is in daily life that social
movements are the most likely to come into being, and in voluntary action that
individuals join together to resolve their concerns. Such voluntary action
furnishes a common objective. It is a reaction to dichotomies which divide
social reality in two. It is also a reaction to actions of the state, defying the
powers that be, proposing alternative directions and offering a form of social
control. The author believes that voluntary actions broaden the political
sphere.
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