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Article abstract
This article aims to contribute to the constitution of a specifically sociological
enquiry into reform processes. Rather than using state programs or actors as
starting points for an investigation of policy development or implementation,
we focus on the appropriation of policies and reform processes by local social
actors, and the shaping of outcomes by local social relations and other local
conditions. The fragmented and incoherent nature of reforms are explained
through the example of a major mental health care reform in Québec, showing
its dissimilar progress and impact in three different localities. We conclude
with a number of hypotheses regarding the structuration of local sub-systems
in contexts of state intervention.
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