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Article abstract
Causality must be rid of its burdensome positivistic appendage. One must
analyze the practices of researchers who produce and examine data in a causal
perspective, so as to isolate a significant kernel. One will then conclude (1) that
this kernel of causal analysis remains indispensable in the social sciences, (2)
that it can be used with qualitative as well as with quantitative data, (3) if and
only if it is practiced in a heuristic perspective. Causal analysis can indeed
provide us with a stenography of the social : it registers and interprets traces of
the processes unfolding as actors engage in social relationships. This heuristic
approach is defined as an unflagging labor of progressive elucidation of these
processes, which in turn refers to a variety of models of data construction :
quantitative vs. qualitative, transversal vs. longitudinal, micro- vs.
macro-sociological.
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