
Tous droits réservés © Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal, 1993 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 06/06/2025 8:47 a.m.

Sociologie et sociétés

Pluralité et cumulativité
D’un sain usage de la formalisation en sociologie
Plurality and Cumulativeness
On the Healthy Use of Formalization in Sociology
Jean Michel BERTHELOT

Volume 25, Number 2, Fall 1993

La construction des données

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/001062ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/001062ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal

ISSN
0038-030X (print)
1492-1375 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
BERTHELOT, J. M. (1993). Pluralité et cumulativité : d’un sain usage de la
formalisation en sociologie. Sociologie et sociétés, 25(2), 23–36.
https://doi.org/10.7202/001062ar

Article abstract
The objective of this paper is to explore the following question : in a
sociological demonstration, how does one link heterogeneous data together
meaningfully ? After suggesting that this is less an academic problem than a
difficulty inherent in the construction of sociological discourse, the paper
proposes to show how a specific use of formalism makes an interesting
solution to the original question possible. This is not just the vain substitution
of logical calculation for natural language, but rather making those cognitive
operations necessary to understanding the various levels of social analysis
explicit through the use of formalism, these levels being understood as being
inseparably structure, history and meaning. Thus, the thesis of a principle of
critical cumulativeness can be put forward, which can make possible, in the
maze of sociological production, the identification of the relevant lines of a
rational capitalization of knowledge.
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