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Article abstract
The gestation of an international law on minorities appears both indispensable
and full of pitfalls, due to the great diversity of interests on the issue. Nothing
illustrates this better than the incapacity, both of States and of international
experts, to agree on the definition of the notion of minority itself. Such is the
extent of this disagreement that one makes do rather readily with a purely
quantitative approach to the issue, if not one of the purely evident and of
common sense. To these incomplete notions, the author opposes a definition in
terms of domination (in which number is only one factor), then distinguishes
different types of minority positions and outlines identity strategies linked to
them in Quebec.
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