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Article abstract
This examination of recent trends in Quebec fertility puts the accent on the
concrete conditions which give rise to the desire for children. First, a look back
in time illustrates the scope of changes that have come about and makes it
possible to identify a number of possible avenues to account for them. Three
elements are then examined in turn and in their interrelationships: fertility,
the couple and work. The discussion of the political aspects related to these
questions has been voluntarily relegated to the end, to better anchor the
debate in the most realistic perspective possible.
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