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Article abstract
This paper sets out to demonstrate the way in which sociology, in its
beginnings, attempted to respond to what can be called its founding question:
that of social ties in modernity. To do this, three authors have been examined.
First, Bonald who regrets the dissolution of old community ties and advocates
the return pure and simple to the past. Then Le Bon, who warns of the
potential dangers of human groups and theorizes on crowds and leaders; and
finally Durkheim, who opposes thèse conceptions with another point of view, a
positive one, on social ties, and although he clearly perceives a crisis, he does
not advocate returning to bygone days, but situates himself resolutely in a
modern and republican perspective.
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