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Article abstract
The transformations in married life observed over the last twenty-five years
have entailed a diversification and a redefinition of family configurations,
owing to a vast movement of "composition, decomposition and recomposition"
of families. Life in "the original two-parent family" is often succeeded by, one
or several episodes of variable length lived in a single-parent family or in a
step family. How do these family sequences link up in the life trajectories of
women ? Can one identify typical sequences, or, on the contrary, are we seeing
a multiplication of family experiences over time ? This paper attempts to
answer these questions by examining the family itineraries of Canadian
women using the multiple decrement life tables method applied to the
retrospective data of the 1990 General Social Survey on family and friends.
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