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Article abstract
Demographic aging has intensified over the last decades, bringing with it a
significant modification in relationships between age groups and the sexes.
This evolution is the result of both a decrease in fertility and in the birth rate
this century, but above all, of a marked regression in the mortality of higher
age groups in more recent years, translated by a substantial progression of
average longevity which has increased by 30 years within the twentieth
century alone (in Western countries, Europe and North America, as a whole).
These changes in demographic structures bring with them the reorganization
in intergenerational relations, the most spectacular instance of which and the
one having the greatest consequences being no doubt the coexistence at the
same time and in the same place of four or five generations of direct
descendants. The conditions of family life have been necessarily profoundly
affected by this, but beyond this, all forms of life in society have been touched
by these changes in population pyramids. The mutations relate in particular to
the organization of work and leisure, but also to the organization of social
security, the modalities of inheritance, forms of political power, cultural
values, etc. The author defends in particular the thesis that a new "spirit of old
age" must be reinvented, the social status of the elderly must be reinstated, and
everything must be brought into play to encourage the integration of different
age groups and intergenerational solidarity, so as to arrive in the best possible
conditions at what he calls the "era of old age" (ère de la géritude) which will
accompany the coming of the post-industrial society with its orientation
toward the mass production of leisure and of services.
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