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Article abstract
Because it constitutes the archetype of an innovation now taking place and
because its extension to risk factors in the principal adult pathologies does not
as yet follow any clear trajectory, medical genetics is an object of research
particularly appropriate for a social sciences approach seeking to go beyond
the mechanistic dialectics of supply and demand provided by traditional
economic and sociological models. Dealing more specifically with the
emergence of genetic consultations in cancerology, this paper is centered on
four main areas in which different configurations of actors are likely to
appear, still mostly undetermined but which would seem to have a decisive
role in the future and the degree of development of this activity. The first is the
type of links between clinical activity in oncogenetics and "fundamental"
biological research, the second is the frontier between an activity which
remains uncommon and the eventual "detection" on a much larger scale of
genetic risk factors in the population, a frontier whose limits will directly
depend on the possibility of interventions of a preventive nature. The third
area relates to the modes of specialization in genetic oncology within the whole
of already existing medical disciplines, and finally the last is the possible
impact of "preventive medicine" on mechanisms of group insurance which
now preside over the risk management of illness in France as in Canada.
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