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Article abstract
In medical care, there is a strong imperative to rapidly adopt new therapeutic
technology. This paper considers focuses on the specific case of innovative
health care technologies to consider the issue of how contemporary societies
make choices concerning health producing investments. The paper reviews the
contemporary practices of formal health technology assessment and presents
two case studies which illustrate some of the challenges in making rational
choices in this area. The paper concludes with an argument to evaluate social
and economic interventions for their contribution to health, proposing that the
most effective strategy for reducing the singular claim of medical technology
on society's resources allocated to producing health may lie in increasing the
competition for those resources.
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