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Article abstract
Since the 1960s, the institutionalization and the medicalization of death have
modified this phenomenon by bringing about a significant increase in the
length of life. Not only is death reversible thanks to cardiorespiratory
resuscitation, but organ transplants have changed the course of illnesses
previously considered terminal. Under the impetus of an obvious technological
imperative, the conditions governing the end of life have been modified in the
direction of increased interventionism. But, even more, technological
developments have led to the development of new criteria for determining
death, which have in their turn encouraged re-conceptualizations of the
phenomenon and of the norms regulating practices in this domain.
Considering the risks inherent in any scientific normativity which sets itself up
as an absolute, ethics committees have been set up with the objective of
establishing guidelines for scientific and technological developments. These
committees propose an ethical normativity in the form of guidelines. In this
process, traditional moral rules are complemented by consensual and
interdisciplinary norms which are seen as guides to solving ethical problems
born of scientific progress. A procedural type of social ethic is thus establishing
itself which, to be efficient, must be able to count on the good moral disposition
of participants.
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