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o p e r a t i n g on g u t f e e l i n g . H i s 
account i s l o g i c a l l y p l a u s i b l e , but 
i t i s j u s t as l o g i c a l l y p l a u s i b l e 
t o a r g u e t h a t s h e e r a n g e r a t 
B r i t i s h o p p r e s s i o n m o t i v a t e d t h e 
mobs, and they v e n t e d t h e i r ange r 
a t t h e most v i s i b l e s y m b o l s of 
B r i t i s h o f f i c i a l d o m . A f t e r a l l , 
J o h n H a n c o c k , t h e w e a l t h i e s t 
merchant in Boston bu t a p a t r i o t , 
did no t have h i s mansion s a c k e d . 
And, i f t h e poor looked t o Adams 
and O t i s and o t h e r e l i t e s f o r 
l e a d e r s h i p i n town m e e t i n g s and 
e x t r a - l e g a l committees, why shou ld 
we assume they d id no t when they 
formed mobs? NashTs emphas is on 
economic condi t ions as the p r imary 
determinant of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n i s 
f u r t h e r s t r a i n e d by the f l i p f l o p 
Phi lade lphia and Boston e v e n t u a l l y 
made on the c o n s e r v a t i v e / r a d i c a l 
continuum. Ph i l ade lph i a , t he most 
prosperous of the three c i t i e s , was 
indeed the most conserva t ive in the 
1 7 6 0 s a n d B o s t o n , t h e m o s t 
impoverished, was indeed the most 
r a d i c a l . But during the 1770s they 
e x c h a n g e d p o s i t i o n s a n d 
P h i l a d e l p h i a became d e m o n s t r a b l y 
more r a d i c a l t h a n B o s t o n . Nash 
argues tha t var ious c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
such as the presence of the B r i t i s h 
Army and r e l i g i o u s homogenei ty i n 
Boston and the absence of the army 
and t h e p r e s e n c e of r e l i g i o u s 
h e t e r o g e n e i t y i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , 
overcame the economic c o n d i t i o n i n g 
of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . Ye t , one i s 
tempted t o t h i n k t h a t i f t h e s e 
e c o n o m i c i m p u l s e s c o u l d be s o 
e a s i l y blunted they might not have 
been so b a s i c . 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g i t s l a c k of 
a b i l i t y t o be c o n v i n c i n g on i t s 
c e n t r a l t h e s i s , t h i s book w i l l no 
doubt assume a p r o v o c a t i v e and 
p r o m i n e n t p l a c e i n u r b a n a n d 
Revolutionary h i s t o r i o g r a p h y . I t 
i s i m p o s s i b l e t o do i t s many 
s u b t l e t i e s j u s t i c e i n a s h o r t 
review, but i t provides us with the 

b e s t economic h i s t o r y we have of 
t h e t h r e e n o r t h e r n c i t i e s , an 
informed account of t h e i r p o l i t i c s 
and a s o p h i s t i c a t e d s t a t e m e n t of 
t he c l a s s - c o n f l i c t model of t h e 
R e v o l u t i o n . I t i s m a s s i v e l y 
researched , b e a u t i f u l l y w r i t t e n and 
i n t e l l i g e n t throughout , but i t w i l l 
s e t t l e no major deba t e s . 

Bruce C. Daniels 
Department of His tory 
Univers i ty of Winnipeg 
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Crew, David F. Town in the Ruhr: 
A Social History of Bo chum, 
1860-1914. New York: Columbia 
Univers i ty P r e s s , 1979. Pp . x i i i , 
289. Tab les , f i g u r e s . 

Urban h i s t o r y has f r e q u e n t l y 
been w r i t t e n w i t h i n a n a t i o n a l 
h i s t o r i c a l t r a d i t i o n . David Crew's 
e x c e l l e n t m o n o g r a p h o n 
i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g Bochum i l l u s t r a t e s 
the degree to which the q u e s t i o n s 
s p e c i f i c to a n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y can 
i n f l u e n c e a t t e m p t s t o a n a l y z e 
s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n s . In t h i s case 
u r b a n h i s t o r y i s u t i l i z e d t o 
examine the u n i q u e n e s s of German 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n a n d i t s 
imp l i ca t ion for the development of 
a Thi rd Reich i n Germany. Thus 
while the approach i s s o c i a l , the 
i n t e n t i o n i s p o l i t i c a l a n d 
h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l . Exemplary i s 
t he i n t r o d u c t i o n which s u g g e s t s 
t h a t t h e " c r i t i c a l s c h o o l " of 
German h i s t o r y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h 
F r i t z Fischer and H.-U. Wehler sees 
I m p e r i a l Germany " a s a s o c i e t y 
whose e s s e n t i a l f ea tu res were v e r y 
much determined from above' 
( p . 5 ) . Th i s , Crew t h i n k s , provides 
l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e 
"experience and a c t i v i t i e s of the 
g r e a t mass of the German p e o p l e " 
and " c o n t r i b u t e s l i t t l e t o our 
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t h e o r e t i c a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n 
to s o c i a l change" ( p . 5 ) . With t h e 
case of the f a s t e s t growing c i t y of 
19th century Germany, Crew hopes to 
p r o v i d e such an u n d e r s t a n d i n g by 
i n t e g r a t i n g l o c a l and n a t i o n a l , 
even i n t e r n a t i o n a l , " e c o n o m i c , 
s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e s and 
p r o c e s s e s of change" ( p . 6 ) . The 
book i s s u r p r i s i n g l y s u c c e s s f u l i n 
f u l f i l l i n g t h i s huge t a s k . 

A f t e r r e c o u n t i n g how t h e 
i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n came t o 
Bochum, or how the s m a l l weav ing , 
t e x t i l e and a r t i s a n a l town of t h e 
1840s became t h e l a r g e min ing and 
s m e l t i n g c e n t r e of t he 1 8 8 0 s , he 
g r a p h i c a l l y shows t h e s h i f t i n 
ownersh ip and income. E x c e l l e n t 
t a b l e s i l l u s t r a t e t h e w e a l t h of 
a r c h i v a l m a t e r i a l s which Crew has 
unearthed to demonstrate the s o c i a l 
s t r u c t u r e a t var ious t imes , as well 
as to provide c o m p a r a t i v e f i g u r e s 
o n o t h e r G e r m a n c i t i e s . 
S ign i f i can t among Crew ' s f i n d i n g s 
i s t h e g e n e r a l a n d c o n t i n u e d 
i n s e c u r i t y of w o r k i n g c l a s s 
ex i s t ence due to the number l i v i n g 
on t h e edge of s u b s i s t e n c e , t h e 
d a n g e r s and t h e boom and s lump 
n a t u r e of t h e c o a l a n d s t e e l 
i n d u s t r i e s and the dependence on 
c h i l d r e n s 1 c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o f ami ly 
income. In a d d i t i o n , Crew confirms 
t h a t i n B o c h u m , l i k e o t h e r 
i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g c i t i e s of Europe 
and North America, c o n t i n u o u s and 
high turnover of the popula t ion was 
n o r m a l . He c o m p l e m e n t s t h i s 
geographic mobi l i ty with an a s t u t e 
a n a l y s i s of B o c h u m ' s s o c i a l 
mobi l i ty based upon a l a r g e random 
sample drawn from c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s . 
By c o n s t a n t r e f e r e n c e t o r e c e n t 
f i n d i n g s i n s t u d i e s o f 
i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g America, Crew p u t s 
h i s s t a t i s t i c a l r e s u l t s i n t o 
pe r spec t ive as he demonstrates l e s s 
upward mobi l i ty but more h o r i z o n t a l 
s h i f t s i n o c c u p a t i o n s of s i m i l a r 

s k i l l or s t a t u s in Bochum. Despite 
h i s own i m p r e s s i v e i n f o r m a t i o n 
a b o u t p o v e r t y , b a s e d on t h e 
o b j e c t i v e c r i t e r i a of l i m i t e d 
s a v i n g s and home o w n e r s h i p , Crew 
t r i e s to c l a i m t h a t a t t i t u d e s or 
v a l u e s a l s o w e r e i m p o r t a n t " i n 
s h a p i n g p a t t e r n s o f s o c i a l 
mobi l i ty" (p . 1 0 0 ) . In h i s v i ew, 
the c a u t i o u s a t t i t u d e s of German 
workers regarding o r g a n i z a t i o n and 
p r o t e s t i l l u s t r a t e d n o t 
backwardness but a s t r a t e g y f o r 
s u r v i v a l . 

The l a s t half of the book does 
not p o s s e s s as much u n i t y as the 
f i r s t three c h a p t e r s . The c h a p t e r 
d i scuss ing the r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
t h e new i n d u s t r i a l e l i t e s , t h e 
o lder "Mi t t e l s t and" and the workers 
draws upon Herbert GutmanTs s tud ie s 
of s t a t u s a n d p o w e r . C r e w 
s u b s t a n t i a t e s Gutman1s f indings for 
t h i s European c i t y . He supplements 
G u t m a n b y s h o w i n g h o w 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s con t ro l l ed labour by 
p a t e r n a l i s m , which Crew t r i e s to 
argue was not backwardness w i t h i n 
t h e c o n t e x t o f G e r m a n 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . But t h i s aspect 
of t h e s t u d y i s not w e l l t i e d to 
the at tempt to a c c o u n t for l a b o u r 
p r o t e s t , e s p e c i a l l y t h e m a s s i v e 
s t r i k e s of 1889, 1905 and 1912. In 
a c c o u n t i n g f o r t h e r e l a t i v e l y 
peaceful h i s t o r y of smelter workers 
compared with the s t r i k i n g m i n e r s , 
Crew poin ts to the work and l i v i n g , 
e s p e c i a l l y h o u s i n g , s i t u a t i o n of 
the l a t t e r , claiming they formed an 
" o c c u p a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y " ( p p . 
1 8 6 f f . ) . To reach t h i s c o n c l u s i o n 
Crew reviews the v a r i o u s t h e o r i e s 
of labour p r o t e s t and t e s t s e a c h . 
If one author has a l r e a d y f a u l t e d 
C r e w ' s s t u d y i n i t s o r i g i n a l 
d i s s e r t a t i o n form for f o c u s s i n g 
o n l y u p o n t h e m a j o r m i n e r s 1 

s t r i k e s , i t might be added t h a t to 
e x p l a i n t h e i n a b i l i t y of t h e 
s o c i a l i s t s to win a m a j o r i t y of 
l aboure r s to t h e i r p a r t y as be ing 



"as much the product of dynamics of 
the i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p among miners , 
p a r t y , s t a t e and employe r s as i t 
was the consequence of t h e s t a t i c 
p e r s i s t e n c e of e thn ic and r e l i g i o u s 
d i v i s i o n s " ( p . 220) i s n e i t h e r 
s t a r t l i n g nor p r e c i s e . Crewfs weak 
conclusion does no t draw t o g e t h e r 
a n i m p o r t a n t u r b a n h i s t o r y . 
H o w e v e r , h i s h i s t o r y of t h e 
" m o d e r n " n a t u r e o f 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n i n Bochum h a s 
success fu l ly chal lenged the t h e o r y 
of u n i q u e n e s s t h a t D a h r e n d o r f , 
among o t h e r s , p o s i t e d for German 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . 

D.K. Buse 
Department of History 
Laurentian University 
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H i t t l e , J . Michael. The Service 
City; State and Townsmen in Russia, 
1600-1800. Cambridge: Harvard 
Univers i ty P r e s s , 1979 . Pp. 297 . 

The townsmen (posadskie 
liudi) of ea r ly modern Russia 
offer a s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t t o t h e i r 
European c o u n t e r p a r t s . Few i n 
number, poo r , bu rdened by s t a t e 
f i s c a l and se rv ice o b l i g a t i o n s and 
l a c k i n g e v e n p r o p e r m u n i c i p a l 
government, they were to play a far 
l e s s important s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l 
r o l e than the urban c l a s s e s of the 
west . Dr. H i t t l e ! s book o f f e r s a 
f resh and r evea l ing p e r s p e c t i v e on 
the o r i g in and deve lopment of t h e 
R u s s i a n u r b a n s e r v i c e e s t a t e . 
H i s to r i ans have o f t e n d i s p l a y e d a 
p r e d e l i c t i o n for measuring R u s s i a n 
townsmen a g a i n s t n o n - R u s s i a n 
c r i t e r i a . Soviet s c h o l a r s have in 
recent years produced much va luable 
r e s e a r c h on u r b a n s o c i e t y , b u t 
t h e i r c h i e f i n t e r e s t h a s a l w a y s 
been in the a p p l i c a t i o n of M a r x i s t 
u n i v e r s a l s t o R u s s i a n u r b a n 

economic l i f e , r a t h e r t han in the 
s tudy of t he s e r v i c e e s t a t e as a 
uniquely Russian phenomenon. Most 
w e s t e r n h i s t o r i a n s h a v e b e e n 
c o n t e n t t o f o l l o w t h e 
p re -Revo lu t iona ry R u s s i a n l i b e r a l 
t r a d i t i o n of blaming the a u t o c r a c y 
for i n h i b i t i n g the development of a 
w e s t e r n - s t y l e b o u r g e o i s i e . Dr . 
H i t t l e d e s c r i b e s the s i t u a t i o n of 
the townsmen not as an a b e r r a t i o n 
f rom f o r e i g n n o r m s b u t a s a n 
o r g a n i c p r o d u c t of f o r c e s w i t h i n 
t h e R u s s i a n m i l i e u . He a r g u e s 
c o n v i n c i n g l y t h a t t h e s e r v i c e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between the townsmen 
and the s t a t e was the p r o d u c t of 
g o v e r n m e n t a l w e a k n e s s , n o t 
s t r e n g t h . The e x i g e n c i e s of 
s t a t e - b u i l d i n g i n a v a s t a n d 
backward c o u n t r y w h e r e t r a i n e d 
c i v i l se rvan ts were sca rce a t b e s t 
requ i red the autocracy to d e l e g a t e 
c e r t a i n l oca l governmental tasks to 
the s e r v i c e e s t a t e s ; t h a t i s , to 
the gentry in t h e c o u n t r y s i d e and 
the posadskie liudi in the c i t i e s . 
For t h e i r p a r t , the townsmen were 
never s t rong , w e a l t h y or s o c i a l l y 
cohesive enough to se ize con t ro l of 
u rban government even a g a i n s t a 
weak s t a t e . In the townsmen's eyes 
l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t was s i m p l y an 
onerous duty which they sought to 
s h i r k or avoid. 

The l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
brought the breakdown and u l t i m a t e 
d i s s o l u t i o n of the s e r v i c e s y s t e m , 
but the o ld p rob lems p e r s i s t e d . 
The author desc r ibes a m o d e r n i z i n g 
s t a t e p a i n f u l l y a w a r e of t h e 
inadequacies of the se rv ice c i t y , a 
dilemma t h a t became p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a c u t e i n t h e a f t e r m a t h of t h e 
Pugachev r e v o l t . Yet the s t a t e was 
s t i l l u n a b l e t o a s s u m e d i r e c t 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for 
the c i t i e s . The s o l u t i o n proffered 
by C a t h e r i n e t h e G r e a t was t o 
e s t a b l i s h a form of town government 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y i n the hands of the 
w e a l t h i e r s t r a t a of urban s o c i e t y . 


