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"as much the product of dynamics of 
the i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p among miners , 
p a r t y , s t a t e and employe r s as i t 
was the consequence of t h e s t a t i c 
p e r s i s t e n c e of e thn ic and r e l i g i o u s 
d i v i s i o n s " ( p . 220) i s n e i t h e r 
s t a r t l i n g nor p r e c i s e . Crewfs weak 
conclusion does no t draw t o g e t h e r 
a n i m p o r t a n t u r b a n h i s t o r y . 
H o w e v e r , h i s h i s t o r y of t h e 
" m o d e r n " n a t u r e o f 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n i n Bochum h a s 
success fu l ly chal lenged the t h e o r y 
of u n i q u e n e s s t h a t D a h r e n d o r f , 
among o t h e r s , p o s i t e d for German 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . 

D.K. Buse 
Department of History 
Laurentian University 
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H i t t l e , J . Michael. The Service 
City; State and Townsmen in Russia, 
1600-1800. Cambridge: Harvard 
Univers i ty P r e s s , 1979 . Pp. 297 . 

The townsmen (posadskie 
liudi) of ea r ly modern Russia 
offer a s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t t o t h e i r 
European c o u n t e r p a r t s . Few i n 
number, poo r , bu rdened by s t a t e 
f i s c a l and se rv ice o b l i g a t i o n s and 
l a c k i n g e v e n p r o p e r m u n i c i p a l 
government, they were to play a far 
l e s s important s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l 
r o l e than the urban c l a s s e s of the 
west . Dr. H i t t l e ! s book o f f e r s a 
f resh and r evea l ing p e r s p e c t i v e on 
the o r i g in and deve lopment of t h e 
R u s s i a n u r b a n s e r v i c e e s t a t e . 
H i s to r i ans have o f t e n d i s p l a y e d a 
p r e d e l i c t i o n for measuring R u s s i a n 
townsmen a g a i n s t n o n - R u s s i a n 
c r i t e r i a . Soviet s c h o l a r s have in 
recent years produced much va luable 
r e s e a r c h on u r b a n s o c i e t y , b u t 
t h e i r c h i e f i n t e r e s t h a s a l w a y s 
been in the a p p l i c a t i o n of M a r x i s t 
u n i v e r s a l s t o R u s s i a n u r b a n 

economic l i f e , r a t h e r t han in the 
s tudy of t he s e r v i c e e s t a t e as a 
uniquely Russian phenomenon. Most 
w e s t e r n h i s t o r i a n s h a v e b e e n 
c o n t e n t t o f o l l o w t h e 
p re -Revo lu t iona ry R u s s i a n l i b e r a l 
t r a d i t i o n of blaming the a u t o c r a c y 
for i n h i b i t i n g the development of a 
w e s t e r n - s t y l e b o u r g e o i s i e . Dr . 
H i t t l e d e s c r i b e s the s i t u a t i o n of 
the townsmen not as an a b e r r a t i o n 
f rom f o r e i g n n o r m s b u t a s a n 
o r g a n i c p r o d u c t of f o r c e s w i t h i n 
t h e R u s s i a n m i l i e u . He a r g u e s 
c o n v i n c i n g l y t h a t t h e s e r v i c e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between the townsmen 
and the s t a t e was the p r o d u c t of 
g o v e r n m e n t a l w e a k n e s s , n o t 
s t r e n g t h . The e x i g e n c i e s of 
s t a t e - b u i l d i n g i n a v a s t a n d 
backward c o u n t r y w h e r e t r a i n e d 
c i v i l se rvan ts were sca rce a t b e s t 
requ i red the autocracy to d e l e g a t e 
c e r t a i n l oca l governmental tasks to 
the s e r v i c e e s t a t e s ; t h a t i s , to 
the gentry in t h e c o u n t r y s i d e and 
the posadskie liudi in the c i t i e s . 
For t h e i r p a r t , the townsmen were 
never s t rong , w e a l t h y or s o c i a l l y 
cohesive enough to se ize con t ro l of 
u rban government even a g a i n s t a 
weak s t a t e . In the townsmen's eyes 
l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t was s i m p l y an 
onerous duty which they sought to 
s h i r k or avoid. 

The l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
brought the breakdown and u l t i m a t e 
d i s s o l u t i o n of the s e r v i c e s y s t e m , 
but the o ld p rob lems p e r s i s t e d . 
The author desc r ibes a m o d e r n i z i n g 
s t a t e p a i n f u l l y a w a r e of t h e 
inadequacies of the se rv ice c i t y , a 
dilemma t h a t became p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a c u t e i n t h e a f t e r m a t h of t h e 
Pugachev r e v o l t . Yet the s t a t e was 
s t i l l u n a b l e t o a s s u m e d i r e c t 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for 
the c i t i e s . The s o l u t i o n proffered 
by C a t h e r i n e t h e G r e a t was t o 
e s t a b l i s h a form of town government 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y i n the hands of the 
w e a l t h i e r s t r a t a of urban s o c i e t y . 
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T h i s r e f o r m , i n D r . H i t t l e ' s 
e s t i m a t i o n , s e r v e d t o i l l u s t r a t e 
R u s s i a ' s s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l 
weaknesses. A r e l u c t a n t s t a t e was 
f o r c e d t o c o n t i n u e d e l e g a t i n g a 
l imi t ed measure of l o c a l a u t h o r i t y 
to t he u rban p o p u l a t i o n , but t h e 
townsmen, s t i l l r e l a t i v e l y poor and 
h a r d l y t h e b e a r e r s of a s t r o n g 
t r a d i t i o n o f r e a l l o c a l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , were unable to use 
the new i n s t i t u t i o n s t o t h e i r own 
advantage. The old problem of t h e 
se rv i ce c i t y merely resur faced in a 
new g u i s e . 

The book i s not e n t i r e l y f r e e 
of shor tcomings . The a u t h o r does 
n o t i n a l l c a s e s c l e a r l y 
d i f f e r e n t i a t e b e t w e e n e s t a t e 
" r i g h t s " and " p r i v i l e g e s , " and the 
d i s t i n c t i o n i s an impor tan t one in 
Russ i an l e g a l and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
h i s t o r y . Dr. H i t t l e may a l s o be 
g u i l t y of o v e r - s t a t i n g the s t r e n g t h 
of the " e s t a t e men ta l i t y" exh ib i t ed 
by the e igh teen th -cen tu ry townsmen. 
These f laws, however, are minor and 
in no se r ious way d e t r a c t from an 
important work of scho la r sh ip which 
sheds new l i g h t on an a l l too often 
n e g l e c t e d a s p e c t of R u s s i a n 
h i s t o r y . 

Anders Henriksson 
Department of History 
University of Alberta 


