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f a c t o r i n k e e p i n g t h e m o s t 
p rominen t a c t i v i s t s o r i e n t e d t o 
Queens Park and Ottawa, r a t he r than 
t h e m u n i c i p a l a r e n a . T h e s e a r e 
problems of a d i f f e r e n t o r d e r t h a n 
those r a i sed by Freeman, problems 
which t r a n s c e n d b l a c k and w h i t e 
moralism. In one of h i s c h i l d r e n s ' 
books, Cedric and the North End 
Kidsj Freeman t e l l s the s to ry of 
C e d r i c , a shy , b l a c k , i m m i g r a n t 
c h i l d , who ends up as a chum of a 
pork i sh , loudmouth Hamilton n a t i v e 
who s p o r t s a s w e a t s h i r t emblazed 
w i t h H a m i l t o n ' s m o t t o , " T h e 
Ambitious C i t y . " E v e n t u a l l y , t h e 
loudmouth i s caught t ry ing to s t e a l 
a t o y m o u n t i e f r o m a l o c a l 
smokeshop, and the ambitious lad i s 
saved the p e n a l t i e s of hubris only 
by the good sense , s o l i d a r i t y , and 
sound moral i ty of Cedr ic . If on ly 
r e a l l i f e were t h i s s i m p l e , B i l l 
Freeman and Marsha H e w i t t c o u l d 
have w r i t t e n a very good book. 

Wayne Roberts 
Labour Studies Programme 
McMaster Univers i ty 

k k k 

THE POVERTY OF LIBERAL AND MARXIST 
ANALYSIS? 

The fo l l owing two r ev i ews by 
T o r o n t o u r b a n a c t i v i s t s a r e 
publ ished toge the r not j u s t because 
t h e y p r o v o k e t h o u g h t a b o u t 
community values and the f u t u r e of 
American c i t i e s , but a l s o s i n c e 
they are concerned with the concept 
of " p r i v a t i s m " which has been so 
much a p a r t of u r b a n - h i s t o r y 
w r i t i n g during the pas t t en y e a r s . 
Both r e v i e w e r s a r e a l e r t t o t h e 
ways in which " p r i v a t i s m " - t h e 
s e a r c h f o r p r i v a t e g a i n w i t h a 
s a c r i f i c e of community v a l u e s - i s 
a c o n s t a n t f e a t u r e of u r b a n 
a f f a i r s . The i r r ev iews go beyond 
t h i s , however , and c h a l l e n g e two 
a p p r o a c h e s to u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e 

c i t y and i t s c u r r e n t p r o b l e m s . 
Alderman R i c h a r d G i l b e r t t e a r s a 
s t r i p o f f t h e h i d e o f a 
s o c i a l - s c i e n c e l i b e r a l i s m a n d 
o p t i m i s m e v i d e n t i n A m e r i c a n 
l i t e r a t u r e . J i m Lemon t a k e s a 
c r i t i c a l v i e w of E u r o p e a n 
s t r u c t u r a l i s t Marxism and even t h e 
m o r e h u m a n i s t i c B r i t i s h 
l a b o u r - h i s t o r y branch of Marxism. 
A geographer and community-focused 
reformer , Lemon wonders about t h e 
c o n s t r a i n t s of a c l a s s a n a l y s i s . 
P e r h a p s the To ron to e x p e r i e n c e , 
d e s c r i b e d i n p l a c e s by A l d e r m a n 
G i l b e r t and implied i n J im Lemon's 
accent on community, could l e a d t o 
d i s t i n c t i v e thoughts about power in 
the urban s e t t i n g , the theme of the 
1982 Urban His tory Conference to be 
held a t the Univers i ty of Guelph. 

John C. Weaver 
Department of History 
McMaster Univers i ty 

Arthur P. Solomon, ed. The 
Prospective City. Cambridge, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s : The MIT P r e s s , 
1980. 

This review should be regarded 
as a c u r i o s i t y piece r a t h e r than as 
a n a i d t o s c h o l a r s h i p . I t 
de sc r ibe s and a s s e s s e s a book about 
American c i t i e s , w r i t t e n for t h e 
m o s t p a r t by a c a d e m i c s f o r 
academics. Before reading the book 
I knew n e x t t o n o t h i n g a b o u t 
A m e r i c a n c i t i e s and e v e n l e s s 
about the scho la r ly study of u rban 
m a t t e r s . P e r h a p s my o n l y 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n fo r t h i s e n t e r p r i s e 
i s t h a t I have been s t u d i e d by 
a c a d e m i c s i n my c a p a c i t y a s a 
member of T o r o n t o ' s C i ty C o u n c i l , 
which occupation brings me most of 
my income. I t i s as if an Aus t r ian 
s t o n e - m a s o n were be ing a s k e d t o 
comment on t h e a r c h i t e c t u r e of 
neighbouring I t a l y . 
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The b o o k i n q u e s t i o n i s a 
w e i g h t y v o l u m e - l i t e r a l l y 1 , 0 5 0 
g rams - l o n g e r t h a n I am u s e d t o 
r e a d i n g , a n d c o n t a i n i n g m o r e 
ponde rous words and s e n t e n c e s t h a n 
I u s u a l l y c a r e f o r . I t s 491 p a g e s , 
15 c h a p t e r s , 72 t a b l e s , a n d 16 
f i g u r e s a r e o r g a n i z e d i n t o f i v e 
s e c t i o n s , t h e l a s t f o u r of w h i c h 
h a v e f o u r - p a g e e d i t o r i a l 
i n t r o d u c t i o n s . Some t w e n t y p a g e s 
of p u b l i s h i n g p r e l i m i n a r i e s i n c l u d e 
an e d i t o r i a l p r e f a c e and t a b l e s of 
c o n t e n t s . The book e n d s w i t h a 
l i s t of t h e s e v e n t e e n c o n t r i b u t o r s 
t o t h e book and t h e i r i m p r e s s i v e 
a f f i l i a t i o n s , a l i s t of t h e 
f o r t y - f o u r books p u b l i s h e d by t h e 
J o i n t C e n t e r f o r U r b a n S t u d i e s ( a 
c o - o p e r a t i v e v e n t u r e of H a r v a r d 
U n i v e r s i t y and t h e M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
I n s t i t u t e of T e c h n o l o g y ) of w h i c h 
t h i s i s t h e l a t e s t , and a s e v e n t e e n 
page i n d e x . Most of t h e e n t r i e s i n 
t h e i n d e x were q u i t e unknown t o me, 
i n c l u d i n g a l l of t h e p e o p l e a p a r t 
from a few d i g n i t a r i e s , most of t h e 
p l a c e s , a n d many of t h e o t h e r 
i t e m s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e t h a t were 
g i v e n a b b r e v i a t i o n s , f o r e x a m p l e , 
J O B S , MDTA, OSHA, a n d P E P . I 
s o u g h t w h a t was f a m i l i a r and was 
comfor t ed by t h e p r e s e n c e of s u c h 
i t e m s a s a u t o m o b i l e s , e n e r g y , 
h o u s i n g , and s e w e r s . 

DESCRIPTION 

The f i r s t of t h e f i v e p a r t s of 
t h e b o o k c o n s i s t s of a s i n g l e 
c h a p t e r by t h e e d i t o r , who i s 
D i r e c t o r of t h e J o i n t C e n t e r . Th i s 
p a r t i s c a l l e d " C i t y and S u b u r b : 
P a s t , P r e s e n t and F u t u r e . " T h e 
c h a p t e r i s c a l l e d "The E m e r g i n g 
M e t r o p o l i s . " N e i t h e r t i t l e s eems 
e n t i r e l y a p p r o p r i a t e b e c a u s e t h e 
s u b s t a n c e c h i e f l y c o n c e r n s 
s o m e t h i n g c a l l e d t h e ' c e n t r a l 
c i t y , 1 i t s d e c l i n e d u r i n g t h e p a s t 
f e w d e c a d e s , a n d i t s p o s s i b l e 
r e s u r g e n c e . The c h a p t e r c o n c l u d e s 
w i t h a number of q u e s t i o n s , t h e 

l a s t of w h i c h c o n c e r n s t h e 
d e f i n i t i o n of a d i s t r e s s e d c i t y . 
I t i s a p t t h a t Mr. S o l o m o n s h o u l d 
a s k t h i s k i n d of q u e s t i o n . He 
seems c o n f u s e d a b o u t t e r m i n o l o g y . 
The t e rms T c i t y , T ' c e n t r a l c i t y , T 

' i n n e r - c i t y , ' a n d ' i n - t o w n ' a r e 
u s e d i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y . I n o n e 
p a r a g r a p h , on p a g e 2 2 , a l l f o u r 
a p p e a r . 

S o l o m o n ' s c o n f u s i n g 
p r e s e n t a t i o n i s not c o n f i n e d t o h i s 
i m p r e c i s i o n w i t h w o r d s . He, or h i s 
e d i t o r , h a v e l i t t l e s y m p a t h y f o r 
r e a d e r s . T h e m e a n i n g of s o m e 
s e n t e n c e s i s q u i t e i m p e n e t r a b l e . 
O t h e r s e n t e n c e s c o n t r a d i c t o n e 
a n o t h e r . F o r e x a m p l e , S o l o m o n 
w r o t e on page 5 t h a t " i n c r e a s e s i n 
s u b u r b a n p o p u l a t i o n . . . a r e much 
s m a l l e r t h a n i n c r e a s e s i n s u b u r b a n 
e m p l o y m e n t , " b u t on p a g e 12 t h a t 
"employment has been s u b u r b a n i z i n g 
s o m e w h a t m o r e s l o w l y t h a n 
p o p u l a t i o n . " 

At t h e v e r y end of S o l o m o n ' s 
c h a p t e r a r e t h e c l a i m s t h a t " T h i s 
i s t h e f i r s t b o o k t o p r o v i d e a 
s y s t e m a t i c , i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y 
a n a l y s i s of t h e f o r c e s t h a t a r e 
s h a p i n g and w i l l c o n t i n u e t o s h a p e 
t h e emerg ing m e t r o p o l i s . I t i s a 
f i r s t s t e p i n our u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
t h e s e f o r c e s . What our c i t i e s and 
s u b u r b s a c t u a l l y become d e p e n d s on 
how we a s a n a t i o n c o m p l e t e t h e 
a n a l y s i s and a c t on i t . " I w a s 
t a k e n aback by t h e p r o s p e c t of 222 
m i l l i o n A m e r i c a n s t o g e t h e r 
c o m p l e t i n g a s y s t e m a t i c , 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y a n a l y s i s . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , I w a s a b l e t o 
remember Mr. So lomon ' s e l a b o r a t i o n 
of t h e s e f o r m a t i v e f o r c e s e a r l i e r 
i n t h e c h a p t e r : " C h a n g e s i n 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g a n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
t e c h n o l o g y , t h e d e s i r e f o r m o r e 
s p a c i o u s l i v i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s , and 
r a p i d l y r i s i n g r e a l i n c o m e s w e r e 
t h e d o m i n a n t f a c t o r s s h a p i n g t h e 
p o s t - W o r l d War I I m e t r o p o l i s . The 
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f u t u r e c i t y w i l l be s h a p e d by 
d i f f e r e n t demographic and economic 
f a c t o r s ; c h i e f among t h e s e a r e 
changes i n househo ld c o m p o s i t i o n 
and l i f e s t y l e , a d j u s t m e n t s t o 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d r e s o u r c e 
l i m i t a t i o n s , s h o r t a g e s of energy 
and c a p i t a l , and s h i f t s i n t h e 
p o s t - i n d u s t r i a l economy." 

The emerging f o r c e s s h a p i n g 
the emerging metropol is have g i v e n 
r i s e , according to Solomon, to f ive 
emerging pol icy i s s u e s . The i s sues 
a r e p r e s e n t e d a s u n a n s w e r e d 
q u e s t i o n s . Wi l l t h e p u r c h a s e and 
renovat ion of o ld houses i n u r b a n 
cen t r e s by the r e l a t i v e l y r i c h (a 
p h e n o m e n o n c a l l e d 
" r e g e n t r i f i c a t i o n " by Mr. Solomon, 
who must imagine t h a t g e n t r y once 
l ived i n them) help the r e l a t i v e l y 
p o o r p e o p l e who l i v e t h e r e o r 
m e r e l y d i s p l a c e t h e m ? W i l l 
s c a r c i t y of f u e l c a u s e d e n s e r 
development and more r e n o v a t i o n ? 
Will " the growing sent iment a c r o s s 
the country tha t the p u b l i c s e c t o r 
h a s become t o o l a r g e " p r e v e n t 
m u n i c i p a l g o v e r n m e n t s f r o m 
promoting " c e n t r a l - c i t y r e v i v a l " ? 
Will no-growth p o l i c i e s of suburban 
communities p e r p e t u a t e r a c i a l and 
economic s e g r e g a t i o n ? Should t h e 
U . S . f e d e r a l government s u p p o r t 
" d i s t r e s s e d c i t i e s " by p r o v i d i n g 
i n c e n t i v e s s t r o n g e n o u g h t o 
overcome "market c o n d i t i o n s " t h a t 
may favour d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ? 

The second par t of the book i s 
t i t l e d "The I n t r a m e t r o p o l i t a n 
Location of Peop le and J o b s . " I t 
c o n s i s t s of three c h a p t e r s , one on 
t r e n d s i n p o p u l a t i o n a n d i t s 
d i s t r i b u t i o n , one on race r e l a t i o n s 
in the U.S. and t h e i r i m p l i c a t i o n s 
for urban a r e a s , and one on u r b a n 
economics. The f i r s t , by Wi l l i am 
Alonso, argues tha t the "populat ion 
f a c t o r " - meaning f a l l i n g f e r t i l i t y 
a n d f a l l i n g h o u s e h o l d s i z e 
( d e s c r i b e d by A l o n s o a s " t h e 

popula t ion d i s t r i b u t i n g i t s e l f more 
f i n e l y i n t o households") - "ensures 
t h a t th ings cannot s tay t h e same ." 
"The t h e s i s of t h i s p a p e r , " w r i t e s 
A l o n s o , " i s t h a t i t i s n o 
c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t t h e d e c l i n e i n 
h o u s e h o l d s i z e a c c o m p a n i e s 
p o p u l a t i o n d e c l i n e s , no r i s i t 
p o s s i b l e fo r t h i n g s t o go on a s 
u s u a l . " Both d e c l i n e s a r e caused 
by t h e s ame " c h a n g e s i n o u r 
s o c i e t y , " which appear to be a r a t e 
of i n c r e a s e i n " h u s b a n d - w i f e 
f a m i l i e s " t h a t i s lower t h a n t h e 
r a t e of p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e (6% 
ve r sus 7% for t h e p e r i o d 1970-76) 
and growing numbers of women who 
work (an inc rease of 31% from 1970 
t o 1978, t o be compared w i t h an 
i n c r e a s e of 13% i n t h e number of 
men who w o r k ) . U n d e r l y i n g t h e s e 
changes are " p r i n c i p a l causes" t ha t 
t h e m s e l v e s a r e c a u s e d by " t h e 
g r e a t e r e m p h a s i s p l a c e d on t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l a n d t h e g r e a t e r 
l eg i t imacy accorded t o a v a r i e t y of 
l i f e c h o i c e s , i n c l u d i n g t h a t of 
chang ing c h o i c e s . " The "changed 
e m p h a s i s " has even more c a u s e s , 
namely " t h e i n c r e a s e d a b i l i t y of 
women to earn a l i v i n g and . . . t h e 
i m p r o v e d e d u c a t i o n of t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n . " Having cu t open t h e 
e t i o l o g i c a l onion, Alonso seems to 
have been too t e a r f u l t o r e ach a 
p r e c i s e p o i n t . " I f peop le behave 
as they always have ," he concluded, 
"we s h a l l h a v e an e x p l o s i v e 
s u b u r b a n i z a t i o n . I f b e h a v i o r 
changes, we s h a l l have c l u s t e r i n g 
and r e u r b a n i z a t i o n , or perhaps some 
o the r e f fec t tha t has not o c c u r r e d 
t o me." 

The chapter on race r e l a t i o n s 
i s by Thomas F . P e t t i g r e w , who 
e c h o e s A l f o n s o ' s r e c u r r i n g 
sent iment - "tomorrow i s c e r t a i n to 
be d i f f e r e n t from today , " he n o t e s 
i n h i s f i r s t s e n t e n c e . His t h i r d 
sentence a t tempts to se t t h e scene 
f o r what i s to come: "From t h e 
macro and micro p e r s p e c t i v e s of 
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demography and s o c i a l p s y c h o l o g y , 
t h i s p a p e r w i l l f o c u s f i r s t on 
these rapid r a c i a l s h i f t s and w i l l 
t hen p l a c e t h e i n t r a m e t r o p o l i t a n 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of b l a c k A m e r i c a n s 
w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t of t h e s e 
s h i f t s . " T h e a t t e m p t i s 
u n s u c c e s s f u l . Nowhere i n t h e 
chapter i s there evidence of "rapid 
r a c i a l s h i f t s . " What i s happen ing 
to blacks in the U.S. appears , from 
P e t t i g r e w ! s own w o r d s , to be much 
the same as i s happen ing t o o t h e r 
Americans, i . e . , "low b i r t h r a t e s , 
emerging black suburban iza t ion , and 
r eg iona l s h i f t s in p o p u l a t i o n from 
n o r t h t o s o u t h . " Two f a c t o r s 
qual i fy the s i m i l a r i t y : ( i ) Some 
58% of black Americans l i v e i n or 
near urban cores - t h e f i g u r e for 
Americans c l a s s i f i e d as " w h i t e " i s 
26%; ( i i ) r e s i d e n t i a l s e g r e g a t i o n 
p r a c t i s e d by w h i t e Americans "has 
emerged as a func t iona l e q u i v a l e n t 
to the e x p l i c i t s t a t e s e g r e g a t i o n 
l a w s of t h e p a s t . " P e t t i g r e w 
c o n c l u d e s w i t h an i n t e r e s t i n g 
proposal to achieve d e s e g r e g a t i o n : 
"whi t e s cou ld r o u t i n e l y be g i v e n 
u n u s u a l l y a t t r a c t i v e , s u b s i d i z e d 
terms to f i nance hous ing i n mixed 
a r e a s of t h e c e n t r a l c i t y , and 
b l a c k s r o u t i n e l y be g i v e n s u c h 
te rms to f i n a n c e h o u s i n g i n t h e 
suburbs . " 

The l a s t chapter in t h i s p a r t 
i s by J . Thomas Black, whose aim i s 
" to explore some of the t rends tha t 
s u g g e s t w h e r e t h e c e n t r a l c i t y 
might be headed, how well i t can be 
e x p e c t e d t o p l a y i t s h i s t o r i c 
r o l e s , and t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s of 
these t rends in terms of the fu ture 
e c o n o m i c v i a b i l i t y of c e n t r a l 
c i t i e s and r e l a t e d pub l i c p o l i c y . " 
Using copious d a t a from t h e e a r l y 
1970s , B l a c k d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t 
n e i t h e r t h e N o r t h - C e n t r a l a n d 
N o r t h e a s t e r n r e g i o n s of t h e U . S . 
nor t h e i r la rge m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a s 
a r e i n e c o n o m i c d e c l i n e , 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e n e t f a l l i n 

p o p u l a t i o n of some of t h e i r 
m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a s . B l a c k 
r e s t r i c t s h i s d i s c u s s i o n of t h e 
f a t e s of u rban c o r e s to " c e n t r a l 
c i t i e s tha t have not been a b l e to 
expand t h e i r b o u n d a r i e s . . . t o 
c a p t u r e s u b u r b a n g r o w t h a n d 
d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n . " These c i t i e s , 
a r g u e s B l a c k , h a v e l o s t t h e i r 
dominant ro le as r eg iona l r e t a i l i n g 
c e n t r e s . T h e y h a v e l o s t 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g jobs a n d , a f t e r a 
g a i n d u r i n g t h e 1 9 6 0 s , s e r v i c e 
j o b s . P a r a d o x i c a l l y , the amount of 
o f f i c e s p a c e i n c o r e a r e a s 
inc reased by 43% from 1970 to 1978. 
Presumably these new b u i l d i n g s a re 
occupied by machines r a t h e r than by 
p e o p l e . O v e r a l l , t h e number of 
j o b s i n c i t i e s a p p e a r s t o be 
f a l l i n g a t an even higher r a t e than 
the p o p u l a t i o n . Black c o n c l u d e s , 
"for most c i t i e s the r e c e n t t r e n d s 
c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e a g e n e r a l 
s h r i n k a g e i n o v e r a l l e c o n o m i c 
a c t i v i t y i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e . " 
C o r r e c t i v e a c t i o n , a c c o r d i n g t o 
Black, would e n t a i l " improvements 
i n downtown a c c e s s , c i r c u l a t i o n , 
and p a r k i n g , a s s i s t a n c e i n l a n d 
a s semb ly f o r new p r o j e c t s , and 
a s s i s t a n c e i n t h e c r e a t i o n of 
s u p p o r t f a c i l i t i e s ( s u c h a s 
c o n f e r e n c e c e n t e r s , h o t e l s , and 
r e s t a u r a n t s ) . . . . " B l a c k a l s o 
proposes subs id iz ing "middle-income 
h o u s e h o l d r e s e t t l e m e n t i n o l d e r , 
formerly dec l in ing a r e a s , " which he 
sees as being "vas t ly i m p o r t a n t to 
provid ing r e s i d e n t i a l s u p p o r t for 
t h e economic s e c t o r s of t h e c i t y 
t h a t show growth p o t e n t i a l ( o f f i c e 
a n d s p e c i a l i t y r e t a i l , i n 
p a r t i c u l a r ) , b u t i t i s a l s o 
i m p o r t a n t i n r e v e r s i n g t h e 
g e n e r a l l y n e g a t i v e image of t h e 
c i t y as a place to l i v e . " 

The t h i r d p a r t i s t i t l e d 
"Prospec ts for Renewing Our Cent ra l 
C i t i e s . " M r . S o l o m o n 
c h a r a c t e r i z e s two of t h e t h r e e 
c h a p t e r s i n t h i s p a r t a s a n 
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argument as to whe the r t h e " s i g n s 
of new r e s i d e n t i a l v i t a l i t y . . . are 
d u r a b l e e n o u g h t o r e v i t a l i z e 
c e n t r a l - c i t y n e i g h b o u r h o o d s . " 
Close examination of the p o s i t i o n s 
of the supposed an t agon i s t s r evea l s 
l i t t l e d i s a g r e e m e n t . The c h a p t e r 
by Frank l in J . James, e n t i t l e d "The 
R e v i t a l i z a t i o n of O l d e r U r b a n 
H o u s i n g and N e i g h b o u r h o o d s , " 
c o n c l u d e s t h a t " t h e r e i s l i t t l e 
e v i d e n c e of a b a c k - t o - t h e - c i t y 
m o v e m e n t " a n d t h a t " i t i s 
u n j u s t i f i e d and m i s l e a d i n g [ t o 
conclude] t h a t t he r e c e n t upsu rge 
i n r e i n v e s t m e n t i n o l d e r 
c e n t r a l - c i t y housing may solve many 
of t h e p r e s s i n g s o c i a l , economic 
and f i s c a l p rob lems of d e c l i n i n g 
c i t i e s . " I r a S. Lowry , i n h i s 
c h a p t e r "The D i s m a l F u t u r e of 
C e n t r a l C i t i e s , " i s i n g e n e r a l 
agreement. Belying h i s t i t l e , and 
t h e m i s l e a d i n g e d i t o r i a l i z i n g , 
Lowry a l so fo resses "a slow process 
of s o c i a l redevelopment tha t sure ly 
w i l l make c i t i e s b e t t e r p l a c e s to 
l i v e t h a n t h e y a r e n o w . " He 
f o c u s e s on " b u i l d i n g a s e n s e of 
c o m m u n i t y " a n d s u g g e s t s 
d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of m u n i c i p a l 
government and " s o r t i n g r e s i d e n t s 
i n t o s p e c i a l i z e d communi t i e s " as 
rou tes to fol low. 

The t h i r d chapter of t h i s par t 
i s the longes t and most b o r i n g of 
t h e vo lume . I t i s t i t l e d "The 
Economic Performance and P r o s p e c t s 
of C i t i e s . " Harvey A. Garn and 
L a r r y C l i n t o n L e d e b u r a r e i t s 
a u t h o r s . The c h a p t e r cove r s much 
the same ground as the e a r l i e r one 
by B l a c k b u t i n u n c o m f o r t a b l y 
g r e a t e r d e t a i l . The authorsT chief 
point i s tha t c i t i e s d i f f e r . Their 
f i n a l s e c t i o n , t i t l e d "Whither t h e 
C i t y " - I s t h e r e a n o m i t t e d 
q u e s t i o n mark h e r e or an a d d e d 
hi - conta ins the fol lowing: "Thus 
we must a d d r e s s o u r s e l v e s to t h e 
e c o n o m i c p r o s p e c t s of t h e s e 
d i s t r e s s e d m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a s and 

t h e i r c e n t r a l c i t i e s . Our f ind ings 
l end s c a n t s u p p o r t to t h e t h e s i s 
t h a t the economic fo r tunes of these 
c e n t r a l c i t i e s a re b e g i n n i n g t o 
t u rn round." Thus Garn and Ledebur 
appear to d i f f e r from Black as to 
w h e t h e r t h e r e a r e d i s t r e s s e d 
me t ropo l i t an a r e a s , but s h a r e h i s 
pessimism as to what w i l l happen to 
the c e n t r a l p a r t s of t h e s e a r e a s . 
One i n t r i g u i n g f e a t u r e of t h i s 
c h a p t e r i s a l i s t of 147 U . S . 
c i t i e s , ranked from bad t o good i n 
terms of a composite index based on 
f ive measures of economic a c t i v i t y . 
As I was p r e p a r i n g t h i s r ev iew I 
w a s s h o w n a s i m i l a r t a b l e , 
publ i shed i n the New York Times 
on Ju ly 7, 1980, which is to appear 
i n a r e p o r t by R i c h a r d P . Nathan 
and Jame W. F o s s e t t . They have 
ranked 53 of Garn and LedeburTs 143 
c i t i e s a c c o r d i n g t o an " u r b a n 
cond i t ions index . . . based on age 
of housing s t o c k , p o p u l a t i o n l o s s 
and t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n of p o v e r t y 
from 1960 to 1970." Much could be 
w r i t t e n about these broadly s imi l a r 
rankings and the many d i sc repanc ies 
b e t w e e n t h e m . More s h o u l d be 
w r i t t e n abou t t h e u s e f u l n e s s of 
c r e a t i n g them i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e . 
What c o u l d be l e a r n e d f rom t h e 
s i m i l a r s tandings of Newwark ( v e r y 
h igh) and Tucson (very low) i n t h e 
two r a n k i n g s , and t h e d i s c r e p a n t 
r a t i n g s of Minneapol is , which Garn 
and Ledeburn r e g a r d a s among t h e 
" l e a s t d i s t r e s s e d " c i t i e s but which 
Nathan and F o s s e t t c o n s i d e r to be 
among the "most depressed"? 

The f o u r t h p a r t of t he book 
has t he t i t l e " T r a n s f o r m i n g Our 
P o s t - I n d u s t r i a l S u b u r b s . 
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e e d i t o r i a l 
i n t r o d u c t i o n , i t i s r e a s o n a b l e to 
conclude from the four c h a p t e r s i n 
t h i s p a r t t h a t " c o n c e r n o v e r 
conserva t ion a l o n e i s u n l i k e l y to 
t h r e a t e n t h e suburban l i f e s t y l e 
t h a t h a s d o m i n a t e d t h e u r b a n 
l a n d s c a p e s i n c e t h e 1 9 5 0 s . " I 
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t h o u g h t t h i s an a s t o n i s h i n g 
p o s i t i o n to hold i n 1980 - or even 
i n 1978 or 1979 when t h e v a r i o u s 
p a r t s of t h e book were p r o b a b l y 
w r i t t e n - and so 1 r e a d on w i t h 
s p e c i a l c a r e . 

The f i r s t chapter of t h i s par t 
i s by Richard F . Babcock, a l awyer 
who w r i t e s as i f he i s u s e d t o 
w r i t i n g f o r p e o p l e who e n j o y 
read ing . He d id not once use t h e 
phrase " c e n t r a l c i t y . " His chapter 
seems to have two p o i n t s . One i s 
t h a t e f f ec t ive land-use con t ro l s in 
suburbs have o f t e n c o n t r i b u t e d t o 
u rban s p r a w l . The o t h e r i s t h a t 
proper s c r u t i n y and r e g u l a t i o n of 
t h e use of p u b l i c l a n d r e q u i r e s 
"replacement of the munic ipa l i ty as 
the f i n a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e c i s i o n 
m a k e r " by "some a g e n c y w i t h a 
b r o a d e r c o n s t i t u e n c y . " Babcock 
w r i t e s s e n s i t i v e l y a b o u t t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s between c i ty h a l l and 
ne ighbourhood o r g a n i z a t i o n s . He 
w r i t e s somewhat arcanely abou t t h e 
ro l e of the j u d i c i a r y i n l a n d - u s e 
r e g u l a t i o n . His h in t t h a t a major 
problem in urban areas has been an 
a l l - t o o - c o z y r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
c i t y h a l l and t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
indus t ry f e l l on h i s own deaf e a r s . 
Merely giving d i r e c t j u r i s d i c t i o n 
o v e r l a n d u s e t o s t a t e o r 
m e t r o p o l i t a n g o v e r n m e n t s w o u l d 
provide no p r o t e c t i o n aga ins t l a rge 
l a n d o w n e r s . They can pedd l e and 
deal e f f e c t i v e l y wherever t h e need 
a r i s e s . 

The next c h a p t e r , by Berna rd 
J . Frieden^ i s an almost pass iona te 
a t t a c k on " e n v i r o n m e n t a l g r o u p s 
across the country [who] are t ry ing 
to l imi t or s t o p t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of new h o u s i n g . " F r i e d e n , who 
preceded the ed i to r as D i r e c t o r of 
the J o i n t Center for Urban S t u d i e s , 
i s a g a i n s t e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e who a r e 
p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t r a t h e r t h a n 
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t , and anyone e l s e 

who o p p o s e s l a r g e , p l a n n e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t s i n e s t a b l i s h e d 
suburbs . He i s for home b u i l d e r s 
and t h e i r c u s t o m e r s . F r i e d e n 
a r g u e s t h a t t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s 
a re " l i m i t i n g t he n a t i o n 1 s a b i l i t y 
t o s u p p l y new h o u s i n g a t a t i m e 
when the number of fami l ies in need 
of s u c h h o u s i n g i s g r o w i n g 
r a p i d l y , " and t h a t " e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
p o l i t i c s w i l l p r o d u c e t h e v e r y 
p a t t e r n s of suburban growth t h a t 
g e n e r a t e d so much e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
c r i t i c i s m i n t h e p a s t " a n d 
"expensive housing on l a r g e l o t s . " 
F r i e d e n T s s o u r c e s a re a lmos t a l l 
from t h e e a r l y 1970s . He seems 
unaware of A l o n s o ' s " p o p u l a t i o n 
f a c t o r " and t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t 
the number of f a m i l i e s i n need of 
new h o u s i n g may n o t be g r o w i n g 
r a p i d l y . N o n e t h e l e s s , F r i e d e n 
makes some good p o i n t s about t h e 
arguments and o b j e c t i v e s of t h o s e 
who r e s i s t development. 

Chapter 10, t h e t h i r d of t h e 
four th s e c t i o n , i s the s h o r t e s t i n 
t h e book. Had 1 been e d i t o r , I 
would have made i t t h e l o n g e s t . 
I t s t i t l e , "The Inf luence of Energy 
on F u t u r e P a t t e r n s of U r b a n 
D e v e l o p m e n t , " i s t h e m o s t 
p o r t e n t o u s i n t h e b o o k . I t s 
a u t h o r , Dale L. Keyes, c l a i m s t h a t 
" i t s e e m s u n l i k e l y t h a t 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of energy e f f i c i ency 
w o u l d h a v e much i m p a c t on t h e 
fu tu re s i t i n g dec i s ions of f i r m s , " 
and p r o c e e d s to f o c u s i n s t e a d on 
" h o u s e h o l d s and t h e f e a t u r e s of 
u r b a n s p a t i a l d e s i g n t h a t h o l d 
p r o m i s e f o r r e d u c i n g h o u s e h o l d 
energy e x p e n d i t u r e s . " Keyes argues 
t h a t s c a r c i t y and r a t i o n i n g of 
f u e l s , even g a s o l i n e , are u n l i k e l y , 
and t h a t modest responses to modest 
i n c r e a s e s in r e l a t i v e p r i c e are a l l 
t h a t can be expected. The " t y p i c a l 
m e t r o p o l i s two or t h r e e d e c a d e s 
from now," w r i t e s Keyes, "wi l l have 
smal le r popula t ions and c e n t r i p e t a l 
[did he mean to say c e n t r i f u g a l ? ] 
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f o r c e s w i l l c o n t i n u e to domina te 
t h e o v e r a l l p a t t e r n o f 
deve lopmen t . . . . The s i n g l e - f a m i l y 
home (now w e l l - i n s u l a t e d ) on a 
q u a r t e r - a c r e l o t w i l l s t i l l be t h e 
f i r s t choice of most f a m i l i e s . . . . 
Autos . . . [ w i l l s t i l l be] . . . t h e 
c h o i c e of t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y of 
t r a v e l e r s . . . . Unemployment, which 
i s l a r g e l y i n s e n s i t i v e to inc reases 
i n t h e p r i c e of e n e r g y , w i l l 
cont inue to d e c e n t r a l i z e . " What i s 
conspicuously lacking i n Mr. Keyesf 

e x p o s i t i o n i s any b a s i s f o r h i s 
sanguine e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t o i l and 
n a t u r a l gas w i l l c o n t i n u e to flow 
i n t o North American homes and c a r s 
i n much the same way as they have 
been do ing f o r t h e p a s t t h i r t y 
y e a r s . 

S i m i l a r o s t r i c h - l i k e 
e q u a n i m i t y a b o u t f u t u r e e n e r g y 
supp l i e s i s e v i d e n c e d i n t he nex t 
c h a p t e r , "The I n t e r a c t i o n of 
Transpor t a t ion and Urban Land Use," 
w r i t t e n by Gregory K. Ingram. "The 
n e x t f e w d e c a d e s , " I n g r a m 
c o n c l u d e s , " w i l l w i t n e s s a 
c o n t i n u a t i o n of e x t e n s i v e 
deve lopment i n t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n 
f r i n g e , as w e l l as modest amounts 
of p r i v a t e c e n t r a l - c i t y r e n e w a l . " 
High e n e r g y p r i c e s w i l l be no 
problem, wr i t es Ingram, because of 
f ac to r s u b s t i t u t i o n ( u n e x p l a i n e d ) , 
r i s i n g income l e v e l s ( the fac t t ha t 
r e a l incomes a r e f a l l i n g and have 
been doing so fo r t h r e e y e a r s i s 
i gno red ) , and increased e f f i c i e n c y 
of au tomobi les . Ingram o v e r l o o k s 
the point tha t a l l the improvements 
i n e f f i c i e n c y i n t h e w o r l d w i l l 
make l i t t l e d i f fe rence i f t h e r e I s 
no r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e o i l l e f t . 
Rega rd ing i n t e r a c t i o n s , I n g r a m 
c i t e s evidence tha t "the s p r e a d of 
t h e a u t o m o b i l e has been a m a j o r 
c a u s e of l o w e r r e s i d e n t i a l 
d e n s i t i e s in the United S t a t e s " and 
t h a t " l o w - d e n s i t y r e s i d e n t i a l 
development encourages h igh l e v e l s 
of a u t o o w n e r s h i p . " Even g o i n g 

around i n c i r c l e s r e q u i r e s e n e r g y . 

The f i f t h and f i n a l p a r t of 
t h e book i s c a l l e d " S h a p i n g t h e 
F u t u r e M e t r o p o l i s : The Ro le of 
Pub l i c P o l i c y . " The f i r s t three of 
t h e fou r c h a p t e r s i n t h i s p a r t 
concern pas t and p o s s i b l e a c t i o n s 
of t h e U . S . f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t . 
R o b e r t J . Vaughan p r o v i d e s an 
a p p a r e n t l y e x h a u s t i v e a c c o u n t of 
p a s t a c t i o n s . He c o n c l u d e s t h a t 
market forces r a t h e r t h a n f e d e r a l 
p o l i c i e s have been t h e roo t cause 
of d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n but " f e d e r a l 
p o l i c i e s have a c c e n t u a t e d t h e s e 
f o r c e s , and f o r many c i t i e s t h e 
i n c r e a s e in the speed and ex ten t of 
d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n may have been t h e 
s t r a w t h a t b r o k e t h e i r f i s c a l 
b a c k s . " G e o r g e F . P e t e r s o n 
e x a m i n e s t a x i n c e n t i v e s . He 
concludes tha t " imp l i c i t l o c a t i o n a l 
d i s t i n c t i o n s " i n t h e I n t e r n a l 
R e v e n u e Code h a v e e n c o u r a g e d 
" m e t r o p o l i t a n a n d r e g i o n a l 
s c a t t e r a t i o n of p o p u l a t i o n . " 
Rather than i n v e n t t a x a d v a n t a g e s 
for c i t i e s , says Pe te r son , the U.S. 
g o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d p r o v i d e 
" a d d i t i o n a l s p u r s to c e n t r a l - c i t y 
development . . . through . . . g r a n t s 
or subs id ized loan programs, which 
can be s u i t ed t o i n d i v i d u a l u r b a n 
m a r k e t s . " The t h i r d of t h e s e 
c h a p t e r s , by J o h n F . K a i n a n d 
W i l l i a m C. Apgar , J r . , p r e s e n t s 
r e s u l t s f r o m " e x p l o r a t o r y 
s i m u l a t i o n s " w i t h t he c o n c l u s i o n 
t h a t t h e i r model i s "a p r o m i s i n g 
a n a l y t i c a l t o o l . " The c u r r e n t 
v e r s i o n of t he model " e x e c u t e s a 
s e r i e s of s e v e n t e e n b e h a v i o r a l 
s u b m o d e l s w h i c h s i m u l a t e t h e 
a c t i v i t i e s of 7 2 , 0 0 0 t o 8 4 , 0 0 0 
sample h o u s e h o l d s and 3 5 , 0 0 0 t o 
40,000 housing s u p p l i e r s in each of 
. . . two me t ropo l i t an a r e a s . " 

The f i n a l chap te r , by Roger W. 
Schmenner , i s "an e x p l o r a t i o n of 
t h e p o l i c i e s and a c t i o n s t h a t a 
c i t y might r e a s o n a b l y p u r s u e t o 
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keep i t s share of i n d u s t r y . " Th i s 
e x p l o r a t i o n i s based on " s u r v e y 
r e s p o n s e s of 535 p l a n t s from t h e 
C i n c i n n a t i m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a (26 
per cen t of a l l a r e a p l a n t s ) and 
496 New England p l a n t s , as w e l l as 
on i n t e r v i e w s w i t h more t h a n a 
s c o r e of c o m p a n i e s , most of them 
among t h e l a r g e s t m u l t i p l a n t 
o p e r a t i o n s i n t h e c o u n t r y . " 
Schmenner ' s w e l l - r e a s o n e d e s s a y 
makes the following p o i n t s . Nearly 
a l l p l a n t r e l o c a t i o n s a r e l o c a l , 
and f o r t h e pu rpose of s e c u r i n g 
a d d i t i o n a l s p a c e . But , " t h e ne t 
d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of indus t ry i s due 
not so much to t h e m i g r a t i o n of 
growing p l a n t s to t h e suburbs . . . 
a s t o t h e c i t y ' s i n a b i l i t y t o 
a t t r a c t new i n d u s t r y t o r e p l a c e 
p l a n t s tha t have e i t h e r r e l o c a t e d 
or shut down." "Tax and f i n a n c i a l 
i n c e n t i v e s a r e g e n e r a l l y 
i n e f f e c t i v e , " a s s e r t s Schmenner, 
except as tokens of a communi ty ' s 
"wi l l ingness to host i n d u s t r y . " A 
more important c o n t r i b u t i o n to t h e 
c r e a t i o n of a g o o d " b u s i n e s s 
c l ima te" might be t h e appo in tmen t 
by m u n i c i p a l i t i e s of "ombudsmen to 
g u i d e b u s i n e s s e s t h r o u g h t h e 
b u r e a u c r a t i c mazes" p a r t i c u l a r l y 
" to s a t i s f y t h e needs of s m a l l e r , 
h o m e - g r o w n p l a n t s w i t h t h e 
expec ta t ion tha t a few of them w i l l 
grow quickly and e f f e c t i v e l y wi th in 
the c i t y . " A d d i t i o n a l space for 
growth, says Schmenner, could come 
from e x p r o p r i a t i o n of r e s i d e n t i a l 
n e i g h b o u r s ' p r o p e r t y . Even w i t h 
a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i o n , c o n c l u d e s 
Schmenner, " i t i s h i g h l y p r o b a b l e 
t h a t t h e d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g jobs w i l l c o n t i n u e 
for some t ime . " 

ASSESSMENT 

This i s a lamentably poor book 
in every r e s p e c t : "poor" b e c a u s e 
of t h e s l o p p y e d i t i n g , t h e 
e x e c r a b l e u s e of E n g l i s h , t h e 
p a d d i n g , t he p o m p o s i t y , and t h e 

g e n e r a l p o v e r t y of t h e v a r i o u s 
a n a l y s e s ; "lamentably poor" because 
of t h e l o s t o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o 
p r e p a r e Nor th Americans for hard 
t i m e s a h e a d . The o v e r w h e l m i n g 
impression the book g i v e s i s t h a t 
i t was w r i t t e n by a bunch of people 
who, for the most p a r t , do not l i k e 
c i t i e s very much. The authors seem 
g e n e r a l l y c o m p l a c e n t a b o u t t h e 
prospect they r a i s e of c o n t i n u i n g 
u r b a n s p r a w l a n d c o n t i n u i n g 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n of urban c o r e s . The 
book gives off t h e a c r i d odour of 
t r i u m p h a n t s c e p t i c i s m ; i t s 
c o n t r i b u t o r s are mostly c o n t e n t t o 
p o i n t to c a u s e s of u rban demise , 
such as market f o r c e s , t h e sp r ead 
of t h e a u t o m o b i l e , and f e d e r a l 
p o l i c i e s , r a t h e r t han to s u g g e s t 
s o l u t i o n s . S o l u t i o n s t h a t a r e 
s u g g e s t e d r a n g e from t h e t a m e 
( l o w - i n t e r e s t l o a n s to b u s i n e s s e s 
P e t e r s o n ) t o t h e f a t u o u s (more 
downtown parking - Black) . 

P e r h a p s b e c a u s e 1 know so 
l i t t l e abou t U . S . c i t i e s , i t i s 
d i f f i c u l t for me to work ou t how 
t h e s e peop l e have come t o be so 
p e s s i m i s t i c . The City of T o r o n t o , 
f rom my p e r s p e c t i v e , s e e m s i n 
r e a s o n a b l e s h a p e a s t h e 
" c e n t r a l - c i t y " of a m e t r o p o l i s . A 
l o t of people have been l o s t in the 
l a s t decade - 15 per cen t by one 
coun t - and our p o p u l a t i o n t h i s 
year may dip below 600,000 for t he 
f i r s t t ime s i n c e t h e 1920s . Too 
many manufacturing jobs have gone . 
Our r e s p o n s e t o l o o m i n g e n e r g y 
shor tages has been i n a d e q u a t e , but 
we a r e t r y i n g . I f , h o w e v e r , 
anything i s go ing t o decay a round 
h e r e , i t w i l l be t h e s u b u r b s , not 
the c i t y . 

Prompted mainly by f e a r s of 
ga so l i ne s h o r t a g e s , people a r e now 
moving i n t o the c i t y , i n c r e a s i n g l y 
from t h e s u b u r b s . House p r i c e s 
here w i l l r i s e by 30 per cen t t h i s 
y e a r . Rents of new accommodation 
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are r i s i n g out of s i g h t . Only ren t 
c o n t r o l s on e x i s t i n g u n i t s and an 
a c t i v e p rogramme of c o - o p a n d 
n o n - p r o f i t h o u s i n g (much of i t 
c i t y - o w n e d ) k e e p t h e l i d on a 
cauldron of t enan t s 1 d i s c o n t e n t . 

The c e n t r i p e t a l t r e n d i s not 
confined to Toronto. In M o n t r e a l , 
near ly 50 per cent of purchasers of 
c i t y homes come from t h e s u b u r b s . 
I n O t t a w a , so many l o w - i n c o m e 
t e n a n t s a r e be ing d i s p l a c e d , t h e 
Ci ty C o u n c i l has j u s t approved a 
one-year ban on t h e c o n v e r s i o n of 
r e n t a l u n i t s i n t o e x p e n s i v e 
owner -occup ied homes. Vancouver 
planners repor t much g r e a t e r demand 
for c i t y h o u s i n g . Each of t h e s e 
c i t i e s has been l o s i n g p o p u l a t i o n 
as households shrink in s i z e w h i l e 
occupying no l e s s space. Jobs have 
been decen t r a l i zed to the suburbs -
in f a c t , in a modest way, Toron to 
has encouraged t h i s t rend as far as 
o f f i c e employment i s c o n c e r n e d . 
B u t C a n a d i a n c i t i e s a r e n o t 
no t i ceab ly in d e c l i n e . 

Why are n o r t h e r n U . S . c i t i e s 
d e p r e s s e d or d i s t r e s s e d w h i l e a 
hundred or so k i lomet res away the re 
a r e t h r i v i n g C a n a d i a n u r b a n 
c e n t r e s ? T h r e e t h i n g s h a v e 
con t r ibu t ed t o t h e d i f f e r e n c e , i n 
my view: 

1. S l i g h t l y l e s s p r e o c c u p a t i o n 
with the automobile , which has been 
the major cause of urban sp r awl i n 
North America and e lsewhere . Un t i l 
v e r y r e c e n t l y a n n u a l C a n a d i a n 
n o n - m i l i t a r y m o t o r - f u e l u s e h a s 
been a c o n s i s t e n t 300 l i t r e s per 
person below tha t in the U.S. Now, 
b e c a u s e of o u r i n c r e a s i n g l y 
pus i l lan imous fede ra l gove rnmen t s , 
Canad ian u s e c o n t i n u e s t o r i s e 
whereas U . S . u s e i s d e c l i n i n g . 
Because m e r e l y t h e p r o s p e c t of 
shor tage i s causing a r e t r e a t back 
to the c i t i e s in Canada, the ac tua l 
p r a c t i c e of c o n s e r v a t i o n i n t h e 

U . S . m i g h t soon c a u s e an e v e n 
g r e a t e r r e t r e a t , i f i t i s n o t 
a l r e a d y h a p p e n i n g . Even w i t h o u t 
d e l i b e r a t e l y severe r e s t r i c t i o n s by 
f o r e i g n s u p p l i e r s , o i l u s e w i l l 
have to d e c l i n e s h a r p l y i n t h e 
mid-1980s, in both Canada and t h e 
U . S . , b e c a u s e t h e r e w i l l be l e s s 
o i l t o u s e . The m a n i f e s t f law of 
t h i s book i s i t s f a i l u r e to come to 
terms with the impl ica t ions of r e a l 
f u e l s h o r t a g e s f o r p a t t e r n s of 
urban development. Soon there w i l l 
be no new developments tha t are not 
a t l e a s t a b i c y c l e r i d e from a 
commuter t r a n s i t s e r v i c e . T h a t 
p r o f e s s i o n a l p r o g n o s t i c a t o r s , such 
as t h o s e who c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s 
book, can s r i o u s l y p r e d i c t more 
a u t o m o b i l e - b a s e d u r b a n s p r a w l 
de f i e s my sense of p r o p r i e t y . 

2 . Canad ians a r e s l i g h t l y l e s s 
preoccupied with market forces than 
A m e r i c a n s , f o r c e s t h a t have been 
t h e second major c o n t r i b u t o r t o 
u r b a n s p r a w l . There i s a l i t t l e 
more respec t for good government in 
Canada , and t h e peace and o r d e r 
t h a t i t b r i n g s . As a r e s u l t , l o c a l 
government in Canada may have been 
j u s t a l i t t l e l e s s corrupted by the 
c o n c e r n s of t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
i n d u s t r y . A r e m a r k a b l e omiss ion 
from t h i s book i s the v i r t u a l l a c k 
of a use fu l a n a l y s i s of the ro le of 
l o c a l government , w h i c h , a l m o s t 
everywhere, i s supposed to r e g u l a t e 
land u s e . I t i s pos s ib l e t o a rgue 
t h a t urban cen t res are the way they 
a r e because of the governments they 
have s u f f e r e d . Toron to had been 
b lessed with f e i s t y c o u n c i l s t h a t 
have been a b l e t o ho ld t h e i r own 
w h e n t h r e a t e n e d by s u b u r b a n 
i m p e r a t i v e s . 

3 . The g r e a t e s t i n f l u e n c e of t h e 
major cause of u rban s p r a w l , t h e 
au tomobi le , f o r t u n a t e l y c o i n c i d e d 
with the massive in f lux of southern 
European immigrants i n t o Canadian 
u r b a n c e n t r e s i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s and 
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1960s. In T o r o n t o , fo r i n s t a n c e , 
they kept many of t h e r e s i d e n t i a l 
neighbourhoods a l i v e while suburban 
development was in f u l l swing. For 
a t ime i t looked a s though t h e s e 
i n n e r - c i t y r e s i d e n t s w o u l d be 
moving out j u s t as the suburbani tes 
moved back. Now, i n c r e a s i n g l y , the 
i m m i g r a n t s of 20 y e a r s ago a r e 
s t ay ing pu t , s e l l i n g t h e i r c a r s i f 
they had them, jo in ing i n t h e l i f e 
of the c i t y , and c h u c k l i n g a t t h e 
g r o w i n g d i s c o m f o r t of t h e i r 
suburban r e l a t i v e s . Yet a n o t h e r 
flaw of t h i s book i s i t s f a i l u r e to 
perce ive tha t e x i s t i n g r e s i d e n t s of 
u r b a n co re s might have a l o t t o 
o f f e r . Only Lowry touches on t h i s 
p o i n t , but w i t h an odd p r o p o s a l 
t h a t w o u l d doom t h e l o c a l 
government of u r b a n c e n t r e s t o 
i m p o t e n c e c a u s e d by f a c t i o n a l 
squabbl ing. 

L o w - d e n s i t y s u b u r b a n 
development w i l l not be a b l e t o 
adap t to t h e sha rp r e d u c t i o n s in 
energy use t h a t w i l l beg in d u r i n g 
the 1980s. Only u rban e f f i c i e n c y 
or r u r a l s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y w i l l 
a l l o w North American s o c i e t y t o 
c o n t i n u e i n s o m e t i n g l i k e i t s 
present form. I ' d l i k e to read a 
book tha t he lp s me f i g u r e out how 
we can su rv ive . This gloomy, inep t 
book from Massachuset ts i s more of 
an i n v i t a t i o n to l i v e i t up u n t i l 
the whole th ing f a l l s a p a r t . 

Richard Gi lbe r t 
Alderman 
City of Toronto 
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Within the outburs t of Marxist 
w r i t i n g s over the pas t two decades, 
two m a i n l i n e s of a t t a c k h a v e 
d e v e l o p e d . I n t h e 
c u l t u r a l - h i s t o r i c a l f i l e , t h e 
f l a g s h i p i s E . P . T h o m p s o n ' s now 
well-known The Making of the 
English Working Class. In the 
s t r u c t u r a l l i n e , the w r i t i n g s of L. 
Al thusse r s tand ou t . Recently with 
the appearance of Thompson1s The 
Poverty of Theory the s t rugg le 
between these two p e r s p e c t i v e s has 
been engaged . Both invoke Marx, 
but h i s t o r i a n s may be r e l i e v e d t o 
know tha t the e m p i r i c a l , c o n c r e t e 
approach of Thompson, Hobsbawm and 
o t h e r s , have grappled s u c c e s s f u l l y 
e n o u g h t o s o f t e n , i f e v e r so 
s l i g h t l y , t h e h a r s h l o g i c a l 
s t r u c t u r a l i s m o f F r e n c h 
t h e o r e t i c i a n s . 

T h i s i s a p p a r e n t , e v e n 
e x p l i c i t , i n C a s t e l l s . Al though 
very much a s o c i o l o g i s t out of t he 
French s t r u c t u r a l mode, in City3 
Class and Power [CCP]y he 
r e c o g n i z e s t h e need t o p u r s u e 
c o n c r e t e r e s e a r c h w i t h a m o r e 
f l e x i b l e language; the concern now 
m u s t be more w i t h " h i s t o r i c a l 
r e l e v a n c e t h a n w i t h f o r m a l 
coherence" ( p . 1 2 ) . I n d e e d , t h i s 
i s an a d v a n c e from t h e l o g i c a l 
preoccupat ions of The Urban 
Question [UQ] which i s ( i r o n i c a l l y ) 
incomprehens ib le because he s eeks 
too t i g h t a language. 

Even s o , t h e deve lopment of 
Marxist work in the urban scene i s 
of i m p o r t a n c e . The w r i t i n g s of 
David Harvey, Al len S c o t t , Shoukry 
Roweis and o t h e r s a r e i n f l u e n c i n g 
g e o g r a p h e r s , p l a n n e r s , and u rban 
s t u d e n t s g e n e r a l l y . T h e 


