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r e l a t i o n s " (Î/Q, p . 3 4 8 ) . He 
a n a l y z e s t h e s u c c e s s e s and f a i l u r e 
i n S a n t i a g o , P a r i s , and M o n t r e a l i n 
t h e e a r l y 1 9 7 0 s . As i n s o c i o l o g y 
g e n e r a l l y , he u s e s t y p o l o g i e s , h e r e 
b a s e d o n k i n d s o f d e m a n d s , 
r e s p o n s e s , and s u c c e s s e s / f a i l u r e s . 
C e r t a i n l y , though o p t i m i s t i c a b o u t 
l o c a l movements , he i s w i l l i n g t o 
c r i t i c i z e them. 

I n CCP a c h a p t e r i s devo ted 
t o e n v i r o n m e n t a l m o v e m e n t s . H i s 
u n c e r t a i n c o n c l u s i o n - " t h e f i g h t 
f o r t h e e n v i r o n m e n t i n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s w i l l e i t h e r r e m a i n a v a s t 
m y s t i f i c a t i o n u n d e r t a k i n g , o r 
become a power fu l l e v e r of c h a n g e " 
( p . 1 6 6 ) - w h i l e u n d o u b t e d l y 
c o r r e c t p o i n t s t o a f u n d a m e n t a l 
d i f f i c u l t y I see i n c u r r e n t M a r x i s t 
work (and o t h e r s t o o ! ) . How a r e we 
a b l e t o h a n d l e t h e " l a n d " q u e s t i o n ? 
Seeming ly , we c a n n o t h a n d l e i t a s 
e a s i l y a s t h e " l a b o u r " q u e s t i o n , 
n o t t h a t t h e s e c a n be s e p a r a t e d 
c l e a n l y , n o r i n d e e d c a n t h e y be 
s e p a r a t e d from t h e g r e a t e s t of t h e 
t h r e e i n o u r p r e s e n t s y s t e m , 
c a p i t a l , b e c a u s e t h e y c a n 
s u b s t i t u t e f o r one a n o t h e r , a n d 
c e r t a i n r e a l i t i e s c a n t a k e o n 
d i f f e r e n t f a c e s . The c i t y c a n be 
v i e w e d f r o m t h e p o i n t of v i e w of 
a l l t h r e e s e p a r a t e l y a n d 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . To a v o i d a t a n g l e , 
l e t me r educe t h e l a b o u r q u e s t i o n 
t o c l a s s s i g n i f y i n g d i v i s i o n s among 
p e o p l e , t h e l and q u e s t i o n t o p l a c e 
o r n a t i o n . H i s t o r i c a l l y , t h e 
M a r x i s t p r e o c c u p a t i o n has been w i t h 
l a b o u r and on t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e . 
Y e t i t i s o b v i o u s , f o r e x a m p l e , 
t h a t E . P . Thompson i s t a l k i n g a b o u t 
t h e making of t h e English work ing 
c l a s s and t h a t t h e p e o p l e i n C h i n a 
f e e l t h e y a r e n o t o n l y " r e d " b u t 
C h i n e s e , a s e n s e of c o l l e c t i v i t y 
a n t e d a t i n g 1 9 4 9 . Now C a s t e l l s 
t a l k s of t h e c i t y i n t e r m s of 
c o l l e c t i v e c o n s u m p t i o n ; t h e r e f o r e 
i n r e a l i t y t h e p l a c e q u e s t i o n , 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d s , c o m m u n i t i e s , and 

t h e l i k e become f a r more i m p o r t a n t 
t h a n i n t r a d i t i o n a l Marxism ( t h o u g h 
Marx h i m s e l f w a s m o r e s u b t l e ) . 
T h u s , I d o n T t b e l i e v e C a s t e l l s c a n 
r e a l l y make a c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n 
b e t w e e n r e f o r m i s t a n d r a d i c a l 
m o v e m e n t s w h e n i t c o m e s t o t h e 
u r b a n e n v i r o n m e n t . When t h e l e f t 
comes t o power , i t has to d e a l w i t h 
t h e w h o l e c o m m u n i t y n o t j u s t 
r e p r e s e n t t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s . 
U l t i m a t e l y , i f M a r x i s t s hope f o r 
t h e c l a s s l e s s s o c i e t y , t h e n 
e v e r y o n e would p a r t i c i p a t e . C l a s s 
i s s u e s r ema in and may become more 
s e r i o u s ; y e t l a n d , p l a c e , a n d , 
i n d e e d , community q u e s t i o n s a r e i n 
t h e l a s t a n a l y s i s more f u n d a m e n t a l . 

James T. Lemon 
Department of Geography 
University of Toronto 
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A r t i b i s e , A l a n F . J . , and S t e l t e r , 
G i l b e r t A . , e d s . The Usable Urban 
Past: Planning and Politics in the 
Modern Canadian City. T o r o n t o : 
M a c m i l l a n , 1 9 7 9 . P p . v i i i , 3 8 3 . 
Maps, i l l u s t r a t i o n s . $ 9 . 9 5 . 

The Usable Urban Past: 
Planning and Politics in the Modern 
Canadian City i s a major a d d i t i o n 
t o t h e s t u d y of N o r t h A m e r i c a n 
u r b a n i z a t i o n . The t h i r t e e n e s s a y s 
a r e t h o r o u g h l y r e s e a r c h e d , w e l l 
w r i t t e n , a n d c o g e n t l y a r g u e d . 
M o r e o v e r , t h e u n i f o r m l y h i g h 
q u a l i t y of t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s p o i n t s 
t o t h e e x e m p l a r y s t a t e of u r b a n 
r e s e a r c h i n C a n a d a , w h i c h , on a 
p r o p o r t i o n a t e b a s i s and w i t h t h e 
e x c e p t i o n o f Q u e b e c a n d t h e 
M a r i t i m e s , i s more o r g a n i z e d a n d 
advanced t h a n t h a t of G r e a t B r i t a i n 
and t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ( d e s p i t e t h e 
o b l i g a t o r y c a v e a t i n t h e e d i t o r s 1 

i n t r o d u c t i o n a b o u t t h e s o r r y s t a t e 
of Canad ian u r b a n h i s t o r i o g r a p h y ) . 
F i n a l l y , The Usable Urban Past h a s 
a u n i t y a n d a c o h e r e n c e u s u a l l y 
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lacking in ed i t ed volumes. This i s 
t h e r e s u l t i n p a r t of t h e f i n e 
s e c t i o n a l i n t r o d u c t i o n s by A l a n 
F . J . A r t i b i s e a n d G i l b e r t A. 
S t e l t e r and i n pa r t of the tendency 
of t he c o n t r i b u t o r s t o r e f e r t o 
o ther chapters in the volume. 

The book begins with a genera l 
e s s a y by g e o g r a p h e r J a m e s W. 
Simmons on "The E v o l u t i o n of t h e 
C a n a d i a n U r b a n S y s t e m . " 
Di s t ingu i sh ing between h igh o r d e r 
cen t res (Montreal and T o r o n t o ) and 
the smal ler c i t i e s which were and 
are dependent upon only one or two 
p r o d u c t s , Simmons e x p l a i n s t h e 
l i n k a g e s among C a n a d i a n c i t i e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e r e c e n t p e r i o d . 
I t i s s i m i l a r t o , a l t h o u g h l e s s 
d e t a i l e d , l e s s e c o n o m i c a l l y -
o r i e n t e d , and l e s s h i s t o r i c a l , E r i c 
E. Lampard's 1968 a r t i c l e on "The 
Evo lv ing System of C i t i e s i n t h e 
United S t a t e s . " 

Wi th t h e e x c e p t i o n of t h e 
Simmons a r t i c l e , The Usable Urban 
Past i s divided i n t o two major 
s e c t i o n s , t h e f i r s t of w h i c h , 
" P o l i t i c s a n d M u n i c i p a l 
Government," i s covered i n a r t i c l e s 
by J o h n C. W e a v e r , J a m e s D . 
Anderson , Te r ry Copp, A l a n F . J . 
A r t i b i s e , and J . E . R e a . Weaver 
p l a c e s T o r o n t o ' s c i v i c a f f a i r s 
between 1880 and 1915 i n a broad 
n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l con tex t , 
g iv ing p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to t h e 
changing s t r u c t u r e of "the Ward" or 
f o r e i g n q u a r t e r a n d t o t h e 
u p - a n d - d o w n c a r e e r of " b o s s " 
B e a t t i e N e s b i t t . A r t i b i s e 1 s e s say 
on e l i t e s a n d p r a r i e u r b a n 
development r e i n f o r c e s themes he 
has made e l sewhere and s o l i d i f i e s 
h i s r e p u t a t i o n a s t h e l e a d i n g 
a u t h o r i t y on t h e w e s t e r n c i t i e s , 
while J . E . ReaTs br ief c o n t r i b u t i o n 
on t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y Winnipeg i s 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d i n terms of r o l l c a l l 
a n a l y s i s and d i sappoin t ing i n terms 
of i t s f a i l u r e to pu t a n n e x a t i o n s 

and n o n - p a r t i s a n e l e c t i o n s i n t o a 
l a r g e r c o n t e x t . S i m i l a r l y , Copp 
f o c u s e s a b i t t o o n a r r o w l y on 
M o n t r e a l d u r i n g t h e G r e a t 
D e p r e s s i o n , a v o i d i n g what wou ld 
seem to me to be use fu l comparisons 
wi th o ther Canadian c i t i e s or w i t h 
Amer ican communi t ies of r o u g h l y 
s i m i l a r s i z e , such as Boston, which 
were f aced w i th many of the same 
d i f f i c u l t i e s i n a s o m e w h a t 
d i f f e r e n t context during the 1930s. 

James D. Anderson1s a r t i c l e on 
"The Municipal Reform Movement in 
Western Canada, 1880-1920" i s among 
the most i n t e r e s t i n g e s s a y s i n t h e 
b o o k . A l t h o u g h he f r e q u e n t l y 
c h a s t i z e s o t h e r s c h o l a r s f o r 
f a i l i n g t o a p p r e c i a t e t h e 
indigenous c h a r a c t e r of t he l o c a l 
reform movement, I was s t r u c k l e s s 
by the sub t l e d i f f e r e n c e s between 
t h e A m e r i c a n and t h e C a n a d i a n 
exper iences t han by t h e e x t e n t to 
w h i c h t h e i s s u e s i n C a l g a r y , 
W i n n i p e g , a n d E d m o n t o n 
( n o n - p a r t i s a n e l e c t i o n s , a b o l i t i o n 
of ward r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , e t c . ) 
m i r r o r e d t h o s e w h i c h a g i t a t e d 
reformers south of t h e b o r d e r . A 
major d i f f e r e n c e between t h e two 
n a t i o n s , and one which has thus far 
not received adequate a t t e n t i o n , i s 
t h e i m p a c t o f p r o p e r t y 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r v o t i n g i n 
Canadian c i t i e s . 

The second half of The Usable 
Urban Past i s organized under the 
theme "Planning and t h e R e a l i t i e s 
of Development." Two of the essays 
a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d . 
Thomas I . G u n t o n ' s s t u d y of t h e 
i d e a s of t h e C a n a d i a n p l a n n i n g 
p ro fess ion between 1909 and 1931 i s 
e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y w i d e - r a n g i n g and 
i n f o r m a t i v e . B r i n g i n g t o g e t h e r 
t r ends and concepts from t h e t h r e e 
major E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g c o u n t r i e s , 
he d e m o n s t r a t e s t h e v a l u e of 
c o m p a r a t i v e r e s e a r c h and i s a b l e 
t o p i n p o i n t t h o s e C a n a d i a n 
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responses and problems which were 
u n i q u e . S i m i l a r l y , P . J . S m i t h ' s 
essay on "The P r i n c i p l e of U t i l i t y 
a n d t h e O r i g i n s of P l a n n i n g 
L e g i s l a t i o n in A lbe r t a , 1912-1975" 
i s superb. T r a c i n g t h e i n f l u e n c e 
of B r i t i s h i d e a s , e s p e c i a l l y 
U t i l i t a r i a n i s m , on the t h i n k i n g of 
Canadian r e f o r m e r s , he i s a b l e to 
make an e x c e l l e n t c a s e s t u d y of 
A l b e r t a and t h e r e l e v a n c e of i t s 
experience for those of us who have 
never v i s i t e d t h a t province . 

Although I would p r e f e r t h a t 
the o ther a u t h o r s a l s o f o c u s more 
on the comparative dimension, Pe te r 
M o o r e ' s , " Z o n i n g and P l a n n i n g : 
The Toronto Exper ience, 1904-1970"; 
Max F o r a n ' s , "Land D e v e l o p m e n t 
P a t t e r n s i n C a l g a r y , 1 8 8 4 - 1 9 4 5 " ; 
Oiva Saa r inen T s , "The I n f l u e n c e of 
Thomas Adams and t h e B r i t i s h New 
Towns Movement i n t he P l a n n i n g of 
Canadian Resource Communities;" and 
Shi r ley SpraggeTs, "A Confluence of 
I n t e r e s t s : H o u s i n g Refo rm i n 
T o r o n t o , 1900-1920" m a i n t a i n t h e 
high s tandards of the book. Walter 
Van Nus ' s t u d y of zon ing between 
the wars i s s o l i d , but in need of a 
broader framework. 

A r t i b i s e and S t e l t e r h a v e 
appended "A Brief Guide to Canadian 
Urban S tud ies" to the book. Taken 
i n d i v i d u a l l y or as a g r o u p , t h e s e 
e s s a y s w i l l be of c o n s i d e r a b l e 
u t i l i t y t o b o t h A m e r i c a n a n d 
Canadian s c h o l a r s because t h e two 
c o u n t r i e s have s h a r e d so much i n 
t e rms of l anguage and g e o g r a p h y 
even while d iverging s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
i n te rms of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l and 
c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s . I p l a n t o 
a d o p t t h e book i n my c o u r s e i n 
American urban h i s t o r y . 

Kenneth T. Jackson 
Department of History 
Columbia University 
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[ C a n a d a , D e p a r t m e n t o f 
A g r i c u l t u r e ] . List of Canadian 
Patents 3 From the Beginning of the 
Patent Office3 June > 1824 3 to the 
31st of Augustj 1872. Ottawa: 
R o g e r & C o . , 1 8 8 2 . F a s c i m i l e 
reproduc t ion by Gordon Pub l i ca t i ons 
and R e p r o d u c t i o n s , 929 A l p i n e 
Avenue, Ottawa, K2B 5R9, 1979. Pp. 
222. $7 .50. 

Canada1s present a c c u m u l a t i o n 
of p a t e n t s of i n v e n t i o n , p o e t r y , 
and p o l i t i c a l p l a t f o r m s a r e a l l 
p a r t of a r e c o r d of h u m a n 
c r e a t i v i t y , need , and i n g e n u i t y . 
The most d i s t i n c t i v e fea tu re of the 
p a t e n t s of invent ion i s t h e degree 
t o which they have been i g n o r e d 
a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y by C a n a d i a n 
s c h o l a r s . P e r h a p s t h e f a s c i m i l e 
r e p r o d u c t i o n of t h e v e r y s c a r c e 
List of Canadian Patents w i l l 
e n c o u r a g e g r e a t e r u s e of a n 
exceedingly r i ch mirror of Canadian 
c u l t u r e . Not a l l p a t e n t e d i d e a s 
b e c a m e s a l e a b l e p r o d u c t s ; 
n o n e t h e l e s s , l i k e u n f u l f i l l e d 
p o l i t i c a l promises , they do provide 
i n s i g h t i n to the nature of s o c i e t y , 
i t s p e r c e i v e d p r o b l e m s , 
a s p i r a t i o n s , p o t e n t i a l , 
achievements , and f a i l u r e s . 

The f i r s t Pa ten t Act in Canada 
was passed i n March 1824 i n Lower 
C a n a d a , and two y e a r s l a t e r a 
s i m i l a r a c t was p a s s e d i n Upper 
Canada . By A u g u s t 1872 a l m o s t 
5,000 p a t e n t s had been i s s u e d i n 
what then c o n s t i t u t e d Canada, and 
t o date there a r e over 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 
In 1873 the Canadian Patent Office 
Record appeared and with i t the 
f i r s t r e g u l a r p u b l i c a t i o n of 
Canadian p a t e n t i n f o r m a t i o n . In 
a p p a r e n t r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e 
d i f f i c u l t y of ob ta in ing informat ion 
on pre-1873 p a t e n t s , the List of 
Canadian Patents was publ i shed, a 
s l im blue covered p a p e r b a c k which 
s ince then has been r e f e r r e d t o i n 
p a t e n t c i r c l e s a s T h e B l u e 


