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responses and problems which were 
u n i q u e . S i m i l a r l y , P . J . S m i t h ' s 
essay on "The P r i n c i p l e of U t i l i t y 
a n d t h e O r i g i n s of P l a n n i n g 
L e g i s l a t i o n in A lbe r t a , 1912-1975" 
i s superb. T r a c i n g t h e i n f l u e n c e 
of B r i t i s h i d e a s , e s p e c i a l l y 
U t i l i t a r i a n i s m , on the t h i n k i n g of 
Canadian r e f o r m e r s , he i s a b l e to 
make an e x c e l l e n t c a s e s t u d y of 
A l b e r t a and t h e r e l e v a n c e of i t s 
experience for those of us who have 
never v i s i t e d t h a t province . 

Although I would p r e f e r t h a t 
the o ther a u t h o r s a l s o f o c u s more 
on the comparative dimension, Pe te r 
M o o r e ' s , " Z o n i n g and P l a n n i n g : 
The Toronto Exper ience, 1904-1970"; 
Max F o r a n ' s , "Land D e v e l o p m e n t 
P a t t e r n s i n C a l g a r y , 1 8 8 4 - 1 9 4 5 " ; 
Oiva Saa r inen T s , "The I n f l u e n c e of 
Thomas Adams and t h e B r i t i s h New 
Towns Movement i n t he P l a n n i n g of 
Canadian Resource Communities;" and 
Shi r ley SpraggeTs, "A Confluence of 
I n t e r e s t s : H o u s i n g Refo rm i n 
T o r o n t o , 1900-1920" m a i n t a i n t h e 
high s tandards of the book. Walter 
Van Nus ' s t u d y of zon ing between 
the wars i s s o l i d , but in need of a 
broader framework. 

A r t i b i s e and S t e l t e r h a v e 
appended "A Brief Guide to Canadian 
Urban S tud ies" to the book. Taken 
i n d i v i d u a l l y or as a g r o u p , t h e s e 
e s s a y s w i l l be of c o n s i d e r a b l e 
u t i l i t y t o b o t h A m e r i c a n a n d 
Canadian s c h o l a r s because t h e two 
c o u n t r i e s have s h a r e d so much i n 
t e rms of l anguage and g e o g r a p h y 
even while d iverging s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
i n te rms of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l and 
c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s . I p l a n t o 
a d o p t t h e book i n my c o u r s e i n 
American urban h i s t o r y . 

Kenneth T. Jackson 
Department of History 
Columbia University 

ft ft ft 

[ C a n a d a , D e p a r t m e n t o f 
A g r i c u l t u r e ] . List of Canadian 
Patents 3 From the Beginning of the 
Patent Office3 June > 1824 3 to the 
31st of Augustj 1872. Ottawa: 
R o g e r & C o . , 1 8 8 2 . F a s c i m i l e 
reproduc t ion by Gordon Pub l i ca t i ons 
and R e p r o d u c t i o n s , 929 A l p i n e 
Avenue, Ottawa, K2B 5R9, 1979. Pp. 
222. $7 .50. 

Canada1s present a c c u m u l a t i o n 
of p a t e n t s of i n v e n t i o n , p o e t r y , 
and p o l i t i c a l p l a t f o r m s a r e a l l 
p a r t of a r e c o r d of h u m a n 
c r e a t i v i t y , need , and i n g e n u i t y . 
The most d i s t i n c t i v e fea tu re of the 
p a t e n t s of invent ion i s t h e degree 
t o which they have been i g n o r e d 
a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y by C a n a d i a n 
s c h o l a r s . P e r h a p s t h e f a s c i m i l e 
r e p r o d u c t i o n of t h e v e r y s c a r c e 
List of Canadian Patents w i l l 
e n c o u r a g e g r e a t e r u s e of a n 
exceedingly r i ch mirror of Canadian 
c u l t u r e . Not a l l p a t e n t e d i d e a s 
b e c a m e s a l e a b l e p r o d u c t s ; 
n o n e t h e l e s s , l i k e u n f u l f i l l e d 
p o l i t i c a l promises , they do provide 
i n s i g h t i n to the nature of s o c i e t y , 
i t s p e r c e i v e d p r o b l e m s , 
a s p i r a t i o n s , p o t e n t i a l , 
achievements , and f a i l u r e s . 

The f i r s t Pa ten t Act in Canada 
was passed i n March 1824 i n Lower 
C a n a d a , and two y e a r s l a t e r a 
s i m i l a r a c t was p a s s e d i n Upper 
Canada . By A u g u s t 1872 a l m o s t 
5,000 p a t e n t s had been i s s u e d i n 
what then c o n s t i t u t e d Canada, and 
t o date there a r e over 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 
In 1873 the Canadian Patent Office 
Record appeared and with i t the 
f i r s t r e g u l a r p u b l i c a t i o n of 
Canadian p a t e n t i n f o r m a t i o n . In 
a p p a r e n t r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e 
d i f f i c u l t y of ob ta in ing informat ion 
on pre-1873 p a t e n t s , the List of 
Canadian Patents was publ i shed, a 
s l im blue covered p a p e r b a c k which 
s ince then has been r e f e r r e d t o i n 
p a t e n t c i r c l e s a s T h e B l u e 
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Book. 1 

The Blue Book l i s t s pa ten t s in 
n u m e r i c a l , a n d h e n c e r o u g h l y 
ch rono log ica l , o rder . There i s no 
index, al though a recen t ly compiled 
index w i l l soon be publ ished i n the 
N a t i o n a l Museum of Man's Mercury 
S e r i e s . Each e n t r y g i v e s p a t e n t 
number, name of p a t e n t e e a n d / o r 
a s s i g n e e , p l a c e of r e s i d e n c e , 
d e s c r i p t i v e t i t l e , and d a t e . More 
d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e 
from the Patent Office i f t he f i l e 
has not been l o s t or des t royed. I t 
i s r e l a t i v e l y easy to e x a m i n e a 
p a r t i c u l a r y e a r or de f i ned p e r i o d 
of t ime. However, anyone w i s h i n g 
to examine a c t i v i t y i n a f i e l d -
say a g r i c u l t u r e , s a n i t a t i o n or 
sawmill ing - or a p a r t i c u l a r region 
or c i t y must read t h e book from 
c o v e r to c o v e r . The s e e m i n g l y 
e n d l e s s r e f e r e n c e s t o i m p r o v e d 
c h u r n s , s p i n n i n g w h e e l s , s m u t 
m i l l s , mowing, r e a p i n g and h a y i n g 
machines are a n a t u r a l r e f l e c t i o n 
of a predominant ly r u r a l s o c i e t y . 
Other items a r e a r eminder of t h e 
v a r i e t y of p u r s u i t s and occupations 
which in f luence our c u l t u r e : No. 
1154, "A new and improved G a l v a n i c 
B a t t e r y and E l e c t r i c H e l i x " ; No. 
2059, "A new and usefu l r e v e r s i b l e 
F o r g e - r o l l i n g mach ine" ; No. 3 1 9 8 , 
"An a r t i f i c i a l S t o n e " ; No. 3 2 2 3 , 
"An improvement in the m a n u f a c t u r e 
of Cast I ron Columns"; No. 165 (Act 
of 1869), "Improvements on machines 
f o r C a r v i n g w o o d . " F r e q u e n t l y 
p a t e n t s a r e t h e o n l y s u r v i v i n g 
c l e a r record of an idea . 

To da te , two types of w r i t i n g 

have drawn h e a v i l y on C a n a d i a n 
p a t e n t s . One group i s a imed a t 
C h r i s t m a s s a l e s and i n t e l l e c t u a l 
t i t i l l a t i o n and i n c l u d e s J a n i s 
Nostbakken and Jack Humphrey, The 
Canadian Inventions Book: 
Innovations 3 Discoveries > and 
Firsts (Toronto: Grey de Penc ie r , 
1976). Books of t h i s genre f l i t 
from i n v e n t i o n t o i n v e n t i o n w i t h 
l i t t l e h i n t a t t h e s i s o r 
unde r s t and ing . At the other end of 
the spectrum, J . J . Brown, Ideas In 
Exile: A History of Canadi an 
Invention (Toronto: McClelland and 
S t e w a r t , 1 9 6 7 ) , s t a n d s a l o n e , 
e x c e e d i n g l y i n f o r m a t i v e but w i t h 
of t - q u e s t i o n n a b 1 e t h e s i s a n d 
c l a i m s . Clear ly the re i s need fo r 
i m p r o v e m e n t , and w o r k s such as 
Ideas in Exile and The 
Canadian Inventions Book show 
t h e r e i s no lack of raw m a t e r i a l . 

The h i s to r iog raphy of Canadian 
technology i s descr ibed c h a r i t a b l y 
as e m b r y o n i c . Hence t h e r e i s no 
easy way for h i s t o r i a n s i n o t h e r 
f i e l d s to s e e w h a t m i g h t be of 
p o t e n t i a l u s e . I t i s not un fa i r to 
say t ha t Canadian urban h i s t o r i a n s 
m i g h t b e n e f i t by p a y i n g m o r e 
a t t e n t i o n to t echno log ica l f a c t o r s . 
H i s t o r i a n s of p a r t i c u l a r c i t i e s 
might look to i t s i n v e n t o r s as a 
p a r t of the record of i n t e l l e c t u a l 
a c h i e v e m e n t . H i s t o r i a n s of t h e 
f a b r i c of c i t i e s w i l l f i n d much of 
i n t e r e s t i n a r e a s s u c h a s 
c o n s t r u c t i o n e q u i p m e n t , b u i l d i n g 
c o m p o n e n t s , s a n i t a t i o n , 
i l l u m i n a t i o n , h e a t i n g , v e n t i l a t i o n , 
and p o w e r . S c h o l a r s who a r e 
i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e c h a n g i n g 

F o r a b r i e f i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e h i s t o r y o f C a n a d i a n p a t e n t r e g u l a t i o n 
and l i t e r a t u r e see M a r g a r e t C o l e m a n , The Canadian Patent Office from 
i t s Beginnings to 1900. N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P a r k s and S i t e s B r a n c h , 
R e s e a r c h B u l l e t i n N o . 3 2 ( O t t a w a , 1 9 7 6 ) . T h e s a m e p a p e r w a s 
r e p u b l i s h e d i n T h e A s s o c i a t i o n f o r P r e s e r v a t i o n T e c h n o l o g y , 
Bulletin^ V o l . V I M , No . 3 ( 1 9 7 6 ) , p p . 5 6 - 6 3 . 



- 124 -

o c c u p a t i o n s , w h i c h a r e t h e t r u e s t 
e x p r e s s i o n of t h e n a t u r e of a c i t y , 
a l s o w i l l f i n d p a t e n t s r i c h l y 
r e w a r d i n g . 

A t a t i m e w h e n f a s c m i l e 
r e p r i n t s of t h i s l e n g t h o f t e n s e l l 
f o r $ 3 0 . 0 0 , T h e B l u e Book i s a 
b a r g a i n a t $ 7 . 5 0 . The h i s t o r i c a l 
p r o f e s s i o n owes a word of t h a n k s t o 
G o r d o n P u b l i c a t i o n s , a o n e - m a n 
b a s e m e n t o p e r a t i o n r u n by a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l e n g i n e e r / p a t e n t 
e x a m i n e r who b e l i e v e s p a t e n t s of 
i n v e n t i o n a r e an i m p o r t a n t p a r t of 
t h e h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d . 

Norman R. B a l l 
E n g i n e e r i n g A r c h i v i s t 
P u b l i c A r c h i v e s of Canada 

>v >v >v 

P r e s t o n , Howard L. Automobile Age 
Atlanta: The Making of a Southern 
Metropolis. Athens: Univers i ty of 
Georgia P r e s s , 1979. Pp. x ix , 203. 
T a b l e s , m a p s , i l l u s t r a t i o n s . 
$12.00. 

Urban h i s t o r y i n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s h a s g e n e r a l l y h a d a 
s o c i o l o g i c a l focus , the i n h a b i t a n t s 
of each c i t y more o f t e n s t u d i e d 
than the c i t y i t s e l f . A c c o r d i n g l y 
the re have been few s t u d i e s of t h e 
c i t y - b u i l d i n g p r o c e s s i n t h a t 
c o u n t r y , w i th t h e a u t o m o t i v e e r a 
e s p e c i a l l y n e g l e c t e d . Howard 
P r e s t o n ' s b r i e f e x a m i n a t i o n of 
A t l a n t a ' s accommodat ion b e t w e e n 
1900 and 1935 to t h e a u t o m o b i l e , 
t h u s m a k e s a n i m p o r t a n t 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to our u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
of American urban development. 

As t h e e p i t o m e of t h e New 
Sou th , A t l a n t a i n t h e l a t e 1890s 
r e v e a l e d how backward t h e r e g i o n 
ye t r ema ined . V i c t i m i z e d by low 
c o t t o n p r i c e s a n d N o r t h e r n 
e x p l o i t a t i o n , A t l a n t a l agged f a r 
b e h i n d c i t i e s l i k e B o s t o n a n d 

P h i l a d e l p h i a i n p o p u l a t i o n and 
development. S p a t i a l l y , A t l an t a in 
1903 resembled a walking c i t y , with 
more money budgeted fo r s i d e w a l k s 
t h a n for s t r e e t s . The w e a l t h y 
s t i l l l i v e d , as in a p r e - i n d u s t r i a l 
c i t y , near downtown, t h e i r mansions 
adorning Peachtree S t r e e t , the only 
a spha l t ed thoroughfare i n A t l a n t a . 
The c i t y , a m e t r o p o l i s n e i t h e r 
f u n c t i o n a l l y nor s p a t i a l l y , had 
only l imi t ed growth p r o s p e c t s , tha t 
i s , u n t i l t h e a d v e n t of t h e 
au tomobi le . 

P r e s t o n , d e v o t i n g an e n t i r e 
c h a p t e r t o t h e 1 9 0 9 A t l a n t a 
automobile show, t h e f i r s t i n t h e 
S o u t h , s t r e s s e s t h a t t h e c i t y ' s 
b o o s t e r s e a r l y r e c o g n i z e d t h e 
economic p o t e n t i a l of t h e m o t o r 
v e h i c l e i n d u s t r y . By m a k i n g 
A t l a n t a the d i s t r i b u t i o n cent re for 
t h e S o u t h e a s t f o r a u t o m o b i l e s , 
p a r t s , and s e r v i c e s they spa rked 
the c i t y ' s "economic awakening" and 
i t s t ransformat ion over two decades 
i n t o a r e g i o n a l m e t r o p o l i s . In 
a d d i t i o n , A t l a n t a ' s l e a d e r s h i p in 
the Southern "good roads" movement 
helped make the c i ty the hub of the 
r e g i o n a l h i g h w a y s y s t e m . 
Economically, t h e a u t o m o b i l e was , 
according to P r e s t o n , a b l e s s i n g . 
"The automobile indus t ry came south 
t o c r e a t e marke t demand f o r i t s 
product and no t , as o the r n o r t h e r n 
e n t e r p r i s e s had done i n t h e p a s t , 
t o r o b t h e r e g i o n of i t s raw 
m a t e r i a l s . " In o t h e r w o r d s , t h e 
automobile con t r ibu ted t o A t l a n t a ' s 
d e c o l o n i z a t i o n . 

The motor c a r had an e q u a l l y 
d r a m a t i c i m p a c t on t h e c i t y 
s p a t i a l l y . Rapid d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n 
e n s u e d , wi th t h e economic e l i t e 
l ead ing the rush to subu rb i a a f t e r 
1910. To an unusual degree Pres ton 
e m p h a s i z e s t h e " p u s h " f a c t o r s 
behind t h e i r f l i g h t . In 1910 a u t o 
garages began sprout ing up amongst 
the Peachtree S t r e e t m a n s i o n s , as 


