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mother and companionate wife—the an-
swer, according to Morton, is a resound-
ing ‘No’. She concludes the book with a
Community Party activist's portrait of im-
aginary working men and women con-
versing across gender lines. At the end
of a long day, in the relative isolation of
suburban life, “it was possible only for a
poet to grasp the revolutionary potential
of men and women'’s sitting and talking
together.”(156) /deal Surroundingsis a
timely reminder of how urban space can
disunify even as it brings people closer
together.
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This is a well written and designed publi-
cation of particular interest to those of us
concerned with the history of Northwest-
ern Ontario. We must wonder, however,
whether the world needs yet another
local study of boosterism. Does Thorold
J. Tronrud add anything new to what
Alan F.J. Artibise, Elizabeth Bloomfield
and many others have already written
about this phenomenon? After reading
this compact work, | must answer the
question with a qualified yes.

In Guardians of Progress, Tronrud exam-
ines the ideas and techniques of boost-
ers at the Lakehead from 1870 to 1914.
In doing so, Tronrud recreates the super-
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charged atmosphere that drove busi-
nessmen and land promoters to ever
greater heights of rhetorical excess.
Readers familiar with Ontario’s North will
undoubtedly be amused by promotional
literature that promised newcomers a
mosquito-free environment! In contrast,
Tronrud's depiction of boosters them-
selves is more conventional, reflecting
accounts found in other monographs.
Tronrud's finding that over one-third of
Port Arthur and Fort William's elected mu-
nicipal officials were involved in land de-
velopment mirrors what other urban
historians have discovered. Tronrud ar-
gues that a philosophy of growth did not
extend beyond the elites of the two

towns. Boosterism was therefore a de-

structive force because it exaggerated
class conflict and failed to achieve, at
enormous public expense, industrial
growth.

The most innovative dimension to this
study is Tronrud'’s exploration of boosting
techniques such as lobbying, exhibi-
tions, films, advertising, publications, and
bonusing. The imagination of the boost-
ers matched the vigour they brought to
their lobbying efforts. Each spring, to cite
one example, large delegations de-
scended like locusts upon unsuspecting
politicians, businessmen and reporters in
Toronto. These brash delegations of over
thirty people gave way, by the turn of the
century, to professional lobbyists.
Tronrud's analysis of the content of
booster publications is also noteworthy.
Although facts, figures and slogans domi-
nated the text of these publications,
boosters appealed most frequently to the
visual sense through the use of colour,
photographs and drawings. Besides the
portraits of prominent local men and the
occasional photograph of Amerindians
(to add a touch of the exotic no doubt),
people were largely absent from these vi-
sual representations of the Lakehead.

iew /R

Although boosterism was a product of
inter-urban rivalry, Tronrud treats Port Ar-
thur and Fort William as a single commu-
nity. Tronrud'’s approach mutes the
dynamic rivalry between the two towns,
leading to an inaccurate generalization
regarding social relations at the
Lakehead. Namely, social conflict is em-
phasized at the expense of communal
solidarity. Boosters acted in their class in-
terest and not on behalf of the
community’s welfare as a whole. In tak-
ing this stance, the author overlooks a re-
markable record of inter-class
cooperation in Port Arthur. Despite the
suggestion that boosters felt politically
threatened by the working-class, the
Daily News (the voice of boosterism in
Port Arthur) endorsed a labour slate in
the 1910 municipal election. Far more
surprising, was the decision by almost
two-thirds of Port Arthur's ratepayers to
subsidize the construction of the Finnish
socialist hall! These two examples, not
cited in the monograph, suggest that resi-
dents were bound by a sense of commu-
nity. Working people were not immune to
the appeal of boosterism. In the dispute
over bonusing arrangements, the objec-
tions raised by organized labour re-
volved around the question of boosting
techniques, and was not necessarily the
rejection of boosterism itself.

In reconstructing the public image pro-
jected by the elite in booster publications
and local newspapers, Tronrud some-
times confuses their public pronounce-
ments with what they actually achieved.
Although boosters wanted to control the
municipal governments at the Lakehead,
Tronrud takes them at their word. A sur-
vey of Port Arthur's municipal govern-
ment records suggests a great deal
more political accommodation than
Tronrud acknowledges. In fact, Port Ar-
thur and Fort William were at the forefront
of municipal innovation during these
years. The creation of municipally owned
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and operated urban services repre-
sented an important alternative to the
bonusing of private enterprise through
cash grants, loan guarantees and tax ex-
emptions. Moreover, municipal enter-
prise enjoyed near unanimous support
from all social classes in the two cities.
Yet, Tronrud overlooks this important leg-
acy of boosterism at the Lakehead. Aban-
doned industrial plants, huge debts,
corrupt officials and the ruined dream of
being the “Chicago of the North” are pa-
raded before the reader instead.

Despite these shortcomings, Tronrud’s
exploration of the mechanics of boosting
techniques is an important addition to the
existing literature. Its impact, however,
would have been greater if Tronrud had
considered municipal enterprise. This is
an unfortunate oversight, as the
Lakehead provides an excellent example
of how a philosophy of growth contrib-
uted to municipal innovation and commu-
nity empowerment.

Steven High
Department of History
University of Ottawa

Backhouse, Frances (with introduction by
Pierre Berton). Women of the Klondike.
Vancouver: Whitecap, 1995. Pp. xi, 211.
Black and white photographs. Maps.
$16.95 paper. ISBN 1-55110-375-3.

With the centennial of the Klondike Gold
Rush approaching in 1998, northern en-
thusiasts will welcome the long-overdue
attention writers are giving Yukon history.
Pierre Berton, in the foreword to Women
of the Klondike, describes it as a “new
spin on a familiar tale.” In many ways it is
exactly that. Like much Yukon history,
this is a lively narrative chronicling the
contributions of a variety of women who
participated in the Klondike Gold Rush
from 1896-1904.
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Organized in a roughly chronological for-
mat, Backhouse takes us from the cities
and farms of southern Canada and the
United States to the gold fields, saloons,
and mining cabins of the Klondike. Here
we find one of the best overviews of the

routes men and women stampeders trav-

elled to the Klondike. Readers looking for
a clear synopsis and description of the
hazards and glories of the ‘golden trail’
would do well to begin here. Back-
house’s descriptions are excellent, well
written, and concise; her maps are un-
complicated and easy-to-read.

Photographs are an important feature of
narrative histories. Most of the photo-
graphs in this book are familiar ones to
archival researchers and the majority of
the originals are clear, well-composed,
and well-preserved. Yet in the review
copy at least, a number of the photos are
poorly reproduced and appear fuzzy,
streaky, and grainy (the photo of Mary
Rothweiler's Magnet Hotel on p. 72 and
that of the women in a Klondike kitchen
on p. 44 are good examples). Thisis a
shame, since a number of these photo-
graphs have not been previously pub-
lished and deserve much better

‘presentation.

The greatest value in this work is that we
hear these Klondike women in their own
voices. Backhouse provides us with an
excellent selection of quotations from
women's diaries, published memoirs,
and newspaper reports. This gives the
book its most marketable quality: north-
ern flavour. There is much here for read-
ers who enjoy lively, personal stories.

Women of the Klondike is a series of an-
ecdotes forming what almost amounts to
a short biographical dictionary. Sepa-
rated by line breaks in the text, the au-
thor presents brief biographies,
accompanied by lengthy quotations by
and about individual women who resided

in Dawson City and surrounds. Unfortu-
nately for the reader, Backhouse rarely
provides transitions that might link these
individual women, and this makes her
narrative rather choppy and segmented.
While this technique makes the book
easy to put down and pick up, on the
other hand it prevents the reader from
gaining a sense of the larger story of
women's contributions to Klondike society.

By the end of Women of the Klondike, |
wondered how these individual women'’s
stories fit together. Did any of these peo-
ple know one another or were they all
separate, temporary sojourners in a city
that knew no neighbourliness? How did
these women perceive themselves and
each other? We see a couple of middle-
class women commenting on dance hall
employees, and we see a number of
women choosing husbands from the
local population. We do not, however,
have a sense of the city of Dawson as it
developed, or of the social networks or in-
teractions that might have mediated
people’s ability to meet one another so-
cially and to select mates. We are left
with the impression that each woman
made her way “alone among thirty-thou-
sand men” as the author describes Fran-
ces Dorley (p. 63), rather than as
members of a developing community of
men, women, and families.

Gender historians will wonder how this
book differs from Melanie Mayer's
Women of the Klondike published in
1989. The answer is that it is not alto-
gether different. In fact, the two books
have much in common, telling a number
of the same stories and employing a sim-
ilar format, yet curiously Backhouse does
not cite Mayer or list her book in the bibli-
ography.

That the author has not interpreted these
women's stories or tried to fit them to-
gether will frustrate urban historians look-
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