
Tous droits réservés © La Société La Vie des Arts, 2002 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/08/2024 11 p.m.

Vie des Arts

Mermaid of the future
Valérie Lamontagne

Volume 46, Number 188, Fall 2002

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/52840ac

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
La Société La Vie des Arts

ISSN
0042-5435 (print)
1923-3183 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this document
Lamontagne, V. (2002). Mermaid of the future. Vie des Arts, 46(188), 30–31.

https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/va/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/52840ac
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/va/2002-v46-n188-va1163255/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/va/


D O S S I E R AUTOCRITIQUE/AUTOFICTION 

• 1 MERMAID OF THE FUTURE* 
l^ She m u s t f i n d h e r o w n d e s t i n y i n l o v e . 

Although the Mermaid was fully versed in the art of fortune telling -
she had difficulty recognizing her own destiny. She was unable to 

decide of the final outcome of her future. Could she find true love? This 
led her to again & again look deep into the cards to understand what 
her reality could be. Yet, the more she looked, the less she understood. 

Sirens were known to guide sailor. 
into rocks. She knew this, and 

mistrusted her ability to judge right 
from wrong. Too many times she had 
sunk ships and broken hearts - and 
now she needed to believe that her 
gift for clairvoyance was benevolent 
and not a curse. The little mermaid in 

the fairytale had been cursed with 
silence in exchange for legs and the 
chance to meet her true love. This 

bargain she did not wish. 
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It was then that 
the Mermaid 

discovered she was 
living her fantasy. 

Her wish to be 
loved could only 
be fulfilled by the 
realization that 

she was both good 
AND bad. She was 
siren AND woman. 

The solid ground 
was below her -

deep in the ocean 
should she ever 
need to feel its 

presence. 

And then the 
Mermaid felt true 
love for the first 

time. Yet, she 
remained as she 
was and kept her 

voice. And she 
lived to be a 

legendary fortune 
teller for centuries 

after. The only 
sacrifice needed 
was to open her 
eyes to the truth. 
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