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Article abstract
Poetry at the margin : limericks
The limerick is a fixed poetic form whose content is generally obscene and/or
absurd. Situated in the margins of poetry, this very productive genre is
particular to English-speaking cultures. Folklo-rists and amateurs of limericks
have gathered and published numerous collections which offer an intriguing
ethnological object of study inasmuch as it provides a privileged access to the
margins of Anglo-saxon culture. Limericks indeed form a discourse that refers
principally to the transgressions of tabous, thus focusing on the borderline
beyond which the culture concerned is symbolically reversed.
The hypothesis proposed in this essay is that the limerick as a genre constitutes
an idiom where metacultural operations which represent and manipulate the
culture-defining rules of its social context can take place.
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