
Tous droits réservés © Anthropologie et Sociétés, Université Laval, This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/10/2024 9:28 a.m.

Anthropologie et Sociétés

Marge, marginalisation et liminalité : le sorcier et le devin dans
la culture yaka au Zaïre
René Devisch

Volume 10, Number 2, 1986

Les dynamiques à la marge

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/006353ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/006353ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Département d’anthropologie de l’Université Laval

ISSN
0702-8997 (print)
1703-7921 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Devisch, R. (1986). Marge, marginalisation et liminalité : le sorcier et le devin
dans la culture yaka au Zaïre. Anthropologie et Sociétés, 10(2), 117–137.
https://doi.org/10.7202/006353ar

Article abstract
Margins, marginalisation and thé liminal : the witch and the diviner in Yaka
culture (Zaire)
The phenomena and processes of marginalisation refer to the bifocal qualities
of the margin, to its capacity to separate and joint together the inside and
outside. The enclosing and separating margin
may also be a place or principle of attraction, transmission or discovery of the
other side or in other words, it may be a liminal principle opening up,
awakening, and allowing passage to alterity. In the Yaka culture of Zaire, the
practices, discourse and procedures of witchcraft and sorcery evoke a
counter-society, an inversion situation, at least with regard to social life and
the norm, before contributing to the integration of the norm, by means of its
negative. Moreover, witchcraft or sorcery, and even to a larger extent its
antipode, mediumistic divination, each appear in their own way to be symbolic
liminal practices. It seems as if the witch-sorcerer and the diviner seek to
explore the qualities of the margin through extreme transgression or intrusion,
by way of sharp vision or keen sense of smell, and try to obtain or manipulate
the margin's surplus meaning and energy.
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