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Article abstract
A Macho Eulogy of the Whore in Gauguin's Eve bretonne
The article examines how male/female relationship is represented in the
European symbolist painting of the late 19th century. Women belong to three
semantic fields : Virgin, Mother and/or Whore. The analysis gives particular
attention to the representation of the Whore in Eve bretonne by Gauguin. The
article is an attempt to decode the iconic signs of the works of that period
through the analysis of the context of production, and it displays the political
discourse underlying this hierarchical system in which the feminine is
represented exclusively as an object and the masculine as the Master of this
object.
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