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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Songs and Stories from Kasayi : Landmarks and Hideaways of the Popular
Aesthetic Creativity
In Zaire, particularly in Kasayi, the custom of welcoming people with songs
and stories is practised not just as a simple aesthetic pleasure, but as an
important social opportunity to reinterpret life through metaphors. It is a
moment when the figurative thought of a dominated group explodes. An
analysis of a few popular Kasayi songs and stories, along with the metaphors
they contain, shows the power that singers and storytellers continue to have
when they reinterpret real life with a critical outlook. Some conventional
metaphors from the Luba symbolic heritage are examined, especially those
concerning witchcraft, even in colonial and post-colonial contexts.
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