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Article abstract
The Political Discourse in a Papuan Community
This paper studies in conjunction several problems that have usually been
treated separately : the political discourse of dominated groups, taro cults and
glossolalia. It does so in the framework of the Orokaiva religio-philosophic
system which explains adequately the meaning of polysémie language in the
taro cult. This study of the cognitive system of a " dominated group " is linked
to " aesthetic " anthropology as the message systems emerge exclusively from a
somewhat " theatrical " type of events which validates the messages and
establishes the authority of the performers. Taro is presented not as a
perennial " ritual symbol " but rather as an icon of historical man caught in a
colonial system of relationships.
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