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Article abstract
Fair Women, Dark Men : The Forgotten Roots of Colour Prejudice
Was colour prejudice a creation of Black slavery? Or did colour prejudice
precede Black slavery, moulding the latter into a more dehumanising
institution than previous forms of servitude? The second proposition seems
more in accordance with the historical development of slavery, from the
multi-ethnic institution of the Middle Ages to the wholly racial one of the
colonial era. Stigmatisation of black skin apparently took root in a strong
association of fair skin with feminity, a cultural substrate antedating the first
contacts between Blacks and Whites and founded on a real difference in
complexion between the sexes.
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