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Article abstract
Evolution and Function of Deception
A sociobiological framework for understanding the evolution and function of
deception is presented integrating recent work in primatology and cognitive
psychology. Four phylogenetic levels of deception are defined and illustrated
including deception based upon: 1) misleading morphology, 2) fixed actions
patterns, 3) learned behavior, and 4) tactical deliberations. The fourth level of
deception, implying advanced cognition, is documented in semi-naturalistic
and experimental studies of chimpanzees, and analyzed in terms of discrete
progressions in order to understand the prerequisites of such behavior and its
rarity in the animal world. Finally, functional taxonomies of deception are
reviewed from the standpoint of immediate consequences, as well as its role in
the evolution of human intelligence.
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