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Article abstract
The Domestication of the Québec Legal Mind
This essay examines the history of Québec legal culture from the 1840s to the
present from the perspective of the transformations in its means and relations
of communication. It is shown that in the 1840s the culture was still
predominantly oral, and that the oral tradition in the organization of
knowledge - e.g. rhetoric and disputation - persisted, despite the codification of
the laws of Lower Canada in 1866. into the twentieth century. In the 1920s the
emphasis shifted to analysis and exegesis, the logic of writing (and codification)
having finally been interiorized by the legal corps. This interiorization had a
massive impact on the content of the legal system, as the work of J. Goody,
particularly The Domestication of the Savage Mind, would lead one to expect.
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