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Article abstract
Revisionism, Japanism, Culturalism :
How Can Japon's Economie Success Be Explained ?
This article deals with the interprétation of Japan's postwar économie success
and of Japan-USA trade frictions and is divided in three sections. The first is an
examination of the position of the so-called revisionists on Japan's economie
success and USA-Japan trade frictions. The revisionnists explain these points
by référence to Japan's peculiar institutional arrangements or to a spécial kind
of industrial policy. In the second, there is an examination of the theoretical
assumptions on which revisionist explanations are based. The third is a
presentation of basic elements of another. more complex interpretation of
Japan's success. that takes into account industrial policy. institutional
arrangements, culture, international relations and historical conjoncture.
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