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Article abstract
Africa as a Fantasy Land of AIDS
The Subversion of Scientific Débate by the Play ofFantasies
Stéréotypes, clichés and prejudiced concepts historically hâve shaped both lay
and scientific discourses by Westerners about Africans and African culture.
Scientists seern unable to shake oflf thèse péjorative images conjured up even
today, as can be seen by their positions taken with regard to AIDS in Africa.
Despite the lack of reliable data they tend to place the origin of the virus in the
heart of Africa. Some go so far as saying that a genetic code prédisposes African
populations to polygyny, to loose sexual mores, and thus to a greater risk of
AIDS. This critical essay reveals the lirnits of the dominant conceptual models
which hide simple racism under the cloak of scientific discussions.
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