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Article abstract
The Alloted, Desired and Contested Space The Indifferentiation and Madness of
Ajaratou
The madness of Ajaratou must be resituated within the context of the profound
socio-cultural changes now occuring in Mali. An anthropological-psychiatric
model of analysis bas been developed in order to better understand this
context so that it may be taken into considération in the interprétation of
clinical data. This model places the interaction between the individual and
their context in the center of the interpretive process underlying the
construction and expression of diverse forms of human expérience. Clinical
observations are therefore considered to be signs which are rooted in personal
history and in a cul-tural universe in which various events (facts. situations,
actions and symptoms) find their meaning. Using the
anthropological-psychiatric model this analysis seeks to retrace the path
followed by Ajaratou within the context of complex and interactive events,
individual expériences, social norms and symbolic codes in order to construct
and express his past expériences.
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