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Article abstract
Comprehensive Care
Social Disability and thé Moral Order in a Japanese Institutefor thé Treatment
ofEpilepsy
This paper is about thé comprehensive care treatment program at a Japanese
institute for thé treatment of epilepsy (JEC), a program whose stated objectives
are to produce social réintégration in people with epilepsy. Though thé
treatment program was initially founded because lobbying groups pointed out
numerous social problems which people with epilepsy hâve, it diverts
attention from thèse issues in ils présent form. The treatment program is
geared toward behavioral reform, i.e. toward molding thé habits and
personalities of indi-viduals with epilepsy. The practices and knowledge about
epilepsy and disability related to epilepsy at thé JEC, I contend, reproduce
dominant Japanese ideas about thé « correct » person (Lock 1988). At least two
ideological conséquences resuit in this context : a par-ticular (and decidedly
non-egalitarian) distribution of services is justified and naturalized ; and
différences between patients and physicians in thé power to defïne
authoritative knowledge about epilepsy and disability is justified.
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